Early Years Tips & Clips

Neighbourhoods
by Marilynn G. Barr
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Introduction
Introduce children to different dwellings, businesses and people found in a
neighbourhood with the activities found in this book. Share facts and provide
easy-to-find materials for children to practise a variety of skills. Projects
include welcome signs, geometric pillow shapes, shoe box puppies, sandpaper
sandcastles, craft stick houses, and more.

Cereal Box Neighbourhood
Have children bring large empty cereal boxes from home. Prepare the
cereal boxes for children to make a variety of dwellings and shops to create
a miniature neighbourhood. Cut off the flaps at the top of each box. Help
children cover the outside of cereal boxes with construction paper. Provide
each child with an enlarged dwelling or shop pattern to colour, cut out and
glue to cereal boxes. Then reproduce matching poster board patterns and
career puppets for children to colour and cut out. Store cutout patterns inside
matching cereal box buildings. Children can draw patterns from boxes for
group play.

Careers Concentration
Make two sets of poster board career cards for children to use to play a
game of Careers Concentration. Reproduce, colour and cut out the career cards
(pp. 91-96). Store the cards in a shoe box covered with construction paper and
decorated with a variety of career tools. Demonstrate how to shuffle and place
the cards, face down, on a flat playing surface. Explain that each player, in
turn, turns two cards over. If the cards match, the player keeps the cards and
continues to play. If the cards do not match, the player turns the cards over
and the next player takes his or her turn. Play continues until no cards remain
on the playing surface. The player with the most cards wins.

Our Neighbourhood Map
Reproduce the dwelling, shop front and career puppet patterns in this book
that are found in your neighbourhood. Provide crayons or textas and scissors
for children to colour and cut out the patterns. Attach the patterns to a wall
or other display area entitled “Our Neighbourhood Map”.
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Giant Neighbourhood Flash Cards
Enlarge, colour and cut out poster board dwelling and shop patterns found in
this book to use as giant flash cards. Program cards with sight words, beginning
and ending sound pictures, numerals and number sets, or upper- and lowercase
letters.

Neighbourhood News
Invite children to share good news or upcoming events. Reproduce and
write “Neighbourhood News” on one of the dwelling or shop front patterns
found in this book to use as a master. List neighbourhood news, special events
and announcements on a copy made from the master. Then reproduce the
newsletter for children to take home.

Neighbourhood Shop Folders
Reproduce shop front patterns found in this book for children to choose
from. Have children colour, cut out and glue the shop front pattern to the
front of a manila file folder. Provide matching shop front patterns for children
to colour, cut out and glue inside each of their folders. You can also provide old
magazines for children to cut out and glue pictures inside their folders. Invite
each child, in turn, to share his or her shop folder with the class.

Who Am I? Folders
Measure, cut and glue felt to the inside of a manila folder. Write “Who Am
I” at the top and on the front of the folder. Reproduce, colour and cut out
poster board career puppets and tool cards (pp. 88-96). Trace, cut out and
glue a piece of felt to the back of each puppet and card. Place the cards in
a decorated shoe box labelled “Who Am I?” Place the puppet patterns, face
up, on a table. Invite children to participate in a discussion about what people
do and the tools they use. Draw a tool card from the box and attach it to the
inside of the folder. Then have children, in turn, choose and name the career
puppet that matches the tool. Each correct match earns one point. Provide
small rewards for children to redeem their points.

Career Puppets
Reproduce poster board career puppets (pp. 88-90) for children to choose
from, colour and cut out. Then help each child glue a craft stick to the back of
his or her puppet. Have children, in turn, talk about each of their puppets and
what they do.
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What People Do

Some people build things, some make things, some sell things,
some buy things, some help animals and some help other people.
Explain that people work many different kinds of jobs and each
job requires different tools and supplies. Bakers bake cakes in
ovens; carpenters use hammers and nails to build houses, and
so on. Invite children to participate in a discussion about what
people do. Then ask children to share what their parent or parents do and the
tools they use. Encourage them to share what they each would like to do. Then
provide materials for children to design doughnuts, build craft stick houses,
play a tune with handmade rhythm instruments, and more.

Design a Doughnut
Prepare a workstation for
little bakers to create colourful
doughnut designs. Fill muffin tins
with small buttons and pompoms,
sequins, glitter, beads, dry beans
and wool. Provide cutout doughnuts
(p. 84), crayons or textas, scissors and
glue for children to decorate their doughnuts.
Display doughnuts on a display covered with
aluminium foil entitled “Tasty Doughnuts”.

Build a Craft Stick House
Children can pretend to be carpenters as
they use craft sticks to build a house. Prepare
a worktable covered with newspapers and
containers filled with craft sticks and paint.
Provide each child with a poster board outline
house pattern (p. 85) and two brushes, one for
gluing and one for painting. Have children brush
glue on craft sticks to attach to each of their
house patterns. When the glue has dried, have
children paint their houses. Display finished
houses around your room.
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What People Do
Design a Hairdo
Draw a head on a sheet of paper as shown here
then reproduce a poster board copy for each
child. Provide children with wool, buttons, bows,
scissors and glue. Help children cut and glue wool
hair to each of their heads. Show how to make
spiral curls, flat tops, wavy and straight hair.
Children can add button and bow decorations to
their hair designs.

Play a Tune
Prepare a workstation with paper towel
tubes, milo tins with lids, empty containers,
margarine tubs, rice, dry beans, sand,
permanent markers, construction paper,
scissors, glue, masking tape, dowels, cotton balls,
felt scraps and wool. Help children measure, cut,
apply glue and wrap construction paper around paper towel
tubes and containers. Fill containers with beans, rice or sand
for maracas. Secure lids with masking tape. Have each child use
markers to decorate his or her tube or container. Demonstrate how
to make sounds with a paper towel tube horn, a margarine tub maraca
and a milo tin drum. Then invite children to join you in a rhythm band
performance.

Library Books Match-up
Reproduce and program construction paper books (p.
86) from felt for children to sort and match. Program the
felt books with beginning and ending sound letters and
matching pictures. Measure, cut and glue felt to a sheet
of corrugated board. Reproduce, colour, cut out and glue
a library pattern (p. 67) to the front of a manila envelope.
Glue the envelope to the back of the felt board to store
the book patterns.
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Career Puppet Patterns

Baker, Carpenter, Musician and Librarian
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Career Puppet Patterns

Teacher, Postman, Police Officer and Firefighter

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education MMA2157

89

