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Introduce children to a variety of transportation vehicles and their uses with the 
activities found in this book. Share facts and provide easy-to-fi nd materials for 
children to practise a variety of skills. Projects include matching motorcycle 
tyres, racing jeeps around a rocky game board, folding paper plate rowing boats, 
launching a space shuttle with a straw, practising simple maths problems with Ten 
Monkeys in a Raft, and more.

Traffi c Match
Reproduce matching pairs of vehicle patterns found in this book from wallpaper or 
gift wrap scraps for children to sort by size, pattern or colour.

Store the matching vehicles in a large cereal box covered with coloured paper and 
decorate it to look like a garage.

Travel Tales
Introduce children to creative storytelling with vehicle headbands and props. Have 
children wear headbands or manipulate props when they share their travel tales. 
Provide story-starter questions or phrases such as ‘We rode on the bus to see…’ 
to help children get started.

Traffi c Town
Introduce children to traffi c safety in a mock traffi c town. Use 
wide masking tape to create one set of interesting streets 
on the fl oor of your room or on another walking surface. 
Make a large set of traffi c lights. Draw three paper plate 
size circles on a large rectangular poster board. Colour the 
centre of the three paper plates: one red, one yellow and one 
green. Glue a paint stirrer to the back of each paper plate. 
Provide children with materials to make vehicle headbands. 
Explain how traffi c lights work and the special traffi c rules 
for emergency vehicles. Then have children, wearing vehicle 
headbands, begin travelling on the streets and through the 
intersection. Hold the red paper plate over the circle at the 
top of the traffi c lights for the traffi c to stop. Hold the yellow 
paper plate over the circle in the centre of the traffi c lights 
for traffi c to SLOW DOWN or PREPARE TO STOP. Hold the 
green plate over the circle in the bottom of the traffi c light for 
traffi c to GO. Tape off additional streets and intersections as 
children learn how to manoeuvre without causing traffi c jams. Assemble additional 
traffi c lights for each new intersection. Assign traffi c light operators to control 
traffi c at the new intersections.

Introduction
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Our Busy World in Motion
Decorate a display area with a black road, grassy hills, a dark-blue body of water, 
a light-blue sky, and white clouds. Colour, cut out and mount a piece of cardboard 
titled ‘Our Busy World in Motion’. Provide children with vehicle patterns from this 
book, crayons or textas, scissors and glue to make a variety of vehicles. Mount 
cutout vehicles on the display.

Transportation Word Cards
Make two sets of cardboard vehicle cards for children to play a game of 
Transportation Concentration. Reproduce, colour and cut out the vehicle cards 
found in each section of this book. Store the cards in a shoebox covered with 
coloured paper and decorate with traffi c signs. Make cards with colours or colour 
words, numerals or number sets, or upper case or lower case alphabets.

Travel Poster Collage
Prepare a workstation with vehicle patterns, poster board, crayons, textas, 
scissors, glue, cotton, sand, buttons, beads, wool and other craft supplies. Have 
each child choose a vehicle to colour, cut out and glue to their poster board. 
Explain how to use cotton for clouds, buttons for hubcaps, beads to decorate 
vehicles and sand to create a beach scene. Display the fi nished poster on an Open 
Day.

Giant Transportation Picture Book
Reproduce a variety of vehicle patterns found in this book. Provide large sheets of 
poster board, coloured paper, crayons, scissors and glue for children to assemble 
giant picture books. Measure, cut and fold a poster board cover to match the size 
of coloured paper sheets. Insert coloured paper pages and staple along the fold. 
Have the children decorate and write their names on the cover of their books. Then 
have children decorate, cut out and glue vehicles inside their books. Help each 
child write the name of each vehicle in his or her book. Place completed books on 
tables in front of the ‘Our Busy World in Motion’ display for children to look at and 
share.

Shape Books
Reproduce and assemble vehicle shape books in advance. Copy and cut out 
vehicle shape book covers from cardboard. Trace and cut matching coloured 
cardboard paper pages to staple between the cardboard front and back covers. 
Prepare a workstation with assembled blank books, crayons, scissors, glue and 
a variety of old magazines. Have children colour the front of each of their books. 
Have children draw or help each of them cut out and glue pictures that relate to 
the vehicle featured on the cover inside their books.
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Design a Car
Provide children with cardboard or poster board car patterns (p. 9), coloured 
paper, buttons, pipe-cleaners, beans, beads, pompoms, crayons, scissors, 
glue and glitter. Have children cut out each of their car patterns. Demonstrate 
how to cut and glue coloured paper 
shapes and other craft materials onto a 
car pattern. Then have childen colour, 
cut out and glue a variety of craft 
materials to create unique car designs. 
Display children’s car creations on a 
display area entitled ‘Our One-of-a-Kind Car Show’.

Motorcycle Tyre Match
Reproduce a motorcycle pattern (p.11) 
for each child. Provide each child with 
a manila fi le folder, a resealable plastic 
bag, crayons, scissors and glue. Have 
children colour, cut out and glue a 
motorcycle inside their folders. Then 
help each child tape a plastic bag to 
the back of the folder. Write ‘Child’s 
name Motorcycle Tyre Match’ on the 
outside of each child’s fi le folder. Cut 
and decorate coloured paper tyres 
(p.12) with upper and lower case 
alphabets, numerals, number sets and 
number words, or matching patterns 
for each child. Children can practise 
matching the alphabet, number or 
patterned tyres to their motorcycles. 
Have children store tyres in plastic bag 
pockets on the back of their folders when not in use.

Vehicles That Go on the Road
Vehicles that go on the road include cars, motorcycles, mini-
van, four-wheel drives and jeeps. Explain that cars were once 
called horseless carriages and were designed to carry two 
to six passengers. Motorcycles are similar to bicycles with 
heavier frames and an engine and can also have two or three 

wheels. Vans and mini-vans are designed to carry both passengers and 
cargo. Four-wheel drives and jeeps can travel on rough roads and pull 
heavy loads. 
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Vehicles that go in the water include canoes, rowing boats, 
motorboats, sailing boats, dinghies and ships. Explain that boats 
may be made of aluminium, plastic or wood.
Oars, paddles, long poles, air and motors can be used to move 
boats through the water. A dinghy is a ship’s small rowing boat. 
A lifeboat is a rescue boat used to save people from a sinking 

ship. Canoes are long narrow boats that can be covered with bark, canvas 
or aluminium, or dug out of logs. A sailing boat moves when the wind 
blows against its sails. Ships are large boats that travel in the ocean and 
submarines are ships that travel 
underwater.

Paper Plate Rowing Boats
Provide each child with a 
large paper plate, two paddle 
patterns, sticky tape, two 
plastic straws and crayons or 
textas. Have children colour 
and decorate the outside 
of their paper plates and cut out their paddle 
patterns. Demonstrate how to fold a paper 
plate to form a rowing boat as shown here. 
Then help each child fold their paper plate and 
tape paddles to form straw oars. Punch a hole 
and insert a straw oar through each long side. 
Serve biscuits or savoury shapes on the paper 
plate rowing boats at snack time.

Rainbow Sailing Boats
Prepare a workstation with cutout 
cardboard sailing boats (p. 25) 
assorted coloured wool, crayons 
or textas, scissors and glue. Have 
children cut and glue assorted colour 
lengths of wool to the sails on each 
of their boats. Then have them colour 
the rest of their sailing boats. Mount 
fi nished sailing boats on a sunset 
ocean scene entitled ‘Our Rainbow 
Sailing Boats’. 

Vehicles That Go in the Water
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Water Vehicle Cards

Rowing Boat Sailing Boat

Ship Yacht
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