
Contents
Introduction........................................ 5
Counting spots .................................. 7
    Cow............................................... 8
    Spots............................................. 9
Sorting silver bells ........................... 10
    Flower grid ...................................11
    Flower cards ............................... 13
Matching muffi ns ............................ 14
    Small muffi n cards ...................... 15
    Medium muffi n cards .................. 16
    Large muffi n cards ...................... 17
Three men in a tub .......................... 18
    Tub.............................................. 19
    People......................................... 20
Sizing spoons ................................. 21
    Small spoons .............................. 22
    Medium spoons .......................... 23
    Large spoons .............................. 24
Counting clothes.............................. 25
    Clothes........................................ 26
    Money ......................................... 27
Up the stairs .................................... 28
    Stairs........................................... 29
    Wee Willie Winkie ....................... 31
    Number cards ............................. 32
Spiders on tuffets ............................ 33
    Tuffets ......................................... 34
    Spiders........................................ 36
    Miss Muffet.................................. 37
Kettle Concentration........................ 38
    Kettle cards................................. 39
    Cup cards ................................... 40
Finding mittens ................................ 41
    Finding mittens game board ....... 42
    Counters & spinner ..................... 44
Bells on their toes............................ 45
    Feet............................................. 46
    Bells ............................................ 47

Bats under hats ............................... 48
    Bats............................................. 49
    Hats ............................................ 50
Fishies in dishies ............................ 51
    Fish ............................................. 52
    Dishes......................................... 53
Jumping candlesticks ...................... 54
    Jumping Jack game board.......... 55
    Counters & spinner ..................... 57
Putting peas in pods........................ 58
    Peas porridge game board ......... 59
    Number peas .............................. 61
Numbering sheep ............................ 62
    Bo Peep ...................................... 63
    Sheep ......................................... 64
Sorting star sizes............................. 65
    Twinkle, twinkle game board....... 66
    Stars ........................................... 68
Placing pickled peppers .................. 69
    Peppers ...................................... 70
    Pepper jars ................................. 71
    Peter & Patricia Pepper .............. 72



Contents
Crossing London Bridge.................. 73
    London Bridge game board ........ 74
    Counters & cards ........................ 76
Shifting seashells ........................... 77
    Small seashells ........................... 78
    Medium seashells ....................... 79
    Large seashells........................... 80
Matching moons .............................. 81
    Man in the moon game board..... 82
    Moons ......................................... 84
Thumbs & plums ............................ 85
    Pie cards..................................... 86
    Plum cards.................................. 87
Eggs in cartons................................ 88
    Eggs............................................ 89
    Black hen .................................... 90
Counting wood ................................ 91
    Woodchuck’s grid........................ 92
    Wood cards................................. 94
    Spinner ....................................... 95
Placing pots and pans ..................... 96
    Stove........................................... 97
    Pots & pans ................................ 98
Pairing pies...................................... 99
    Pie cards................................... 100
Buying butter ................................. 101
    Betty Botter ............................... 102
    Batter items............................... 103
Three fi ddlers ................................ 104
    Three fi ddlers game board........ 105
Pumpkin seed counting ................. 107
    Pumpkin ................................... 108
    Pumpkin seeds ......................... 109
    Peter, Peter................................110
All the birds ....................................111
    Birds...........................................112
    Pears .........................................113
Lacing shoe ....................................114
    Shoe ..........................................115

One, two, three, four, fi ve... ............116
    One, two, three game board ......117
    Counters & spinner ....................119
Pockets of posie ............................ 120
    Flowers ..................................... 121
Pails of water ................................ 122
Counting drops of water ................ 124
Dressing by numbers .................... 125
    John Doll ................................... 126
    Jane Doll ................................... 127
    Number clothes......................... 128
Buying at the bakery ..................... 130
    Bakery game board .................. 131
    Hot cross buns.......................... 133
Bell horses marching..................... 134
    Bell horses game board............ 135
    Counters & clock cards............. 137
How many jumps? ........................ 138
Number pages............................... 139



© 2004 Hawker Brownlow Education   5 MMA2161 SuperGames For Early Maths 

Introduction
SuperGames for Early Maths fosters maths-readiness skills 
by using amusing and easy-to-make games that children 
will adore. The activities in this book help children learn to 
recognise numbers, place numerals in correct order, sort by 
size, organise numbers in sequence and match numerals to 
same number of objects. Most of the games have familiar 
nursery rhyme themes that children will recognise. The 
rhymes are provided on the directions page. Read the 
rhymes aloud, write them on a whiteboard or duplicate a 
copy for children to take home and share with their families.

  A variety of games are included in this engaging 
resource. Some game boards such as ‘Finding mittens’ 
use counters and spinners. Others use cards that children 
place on top of larger patterns, such as ‘Counting spots’. 
Children also match Concentration cards and use patterns 
as manipulatives, as in ‘Counting clothes’.

  Further involve children in the creation of the game 
boards by having them help colour and cut out the game 
pieces. This will bolster children’s creativity and fi ne motor 
skills.
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  Many of the games may be easily altered to suit your students’ needs. For 
example, you can do subtraction activities by having children remove spots 
from the cow in ‘Counting spots’. For younger children, you can provide only 
fi ve spots instead of ten. Or use self-sticking dots for children to stick to their 
cow patterns as they help you count out loud. Children can add their own game 
cards to ‘Bells on their toes’ by drawing rings and cutting out the pictures. 
(Or turn this game into a hands-on activity by providing pipe cleaner rings for 
children to actually put on their fi ngers and toes!) If children need additional help 
with the games, start by playing the games as a class. Divide the children into 
teams and act as the moderator. Once children become familiar with the rules of 
the games, they will be able to play on their own in small groups. Some games 
may be used by individual children in centres. Duplicate copies of the games 
and instructions and send them home for the families to play with the children.

  The multi-purpose patterns in this book can easily be used in more than one 
way. For instance, you might enlarge certain patterns for noticeboard displays. 
Or use the patterns for desk or cubby labels, report covers or cutting and pasting 
activities. At the end of this book are number pages, along with a page of 
suggestions for using these creative patterns.

  Once children are familiar with the various types of games in SuperGames for 
Early Maths, consider working as a class to make additional games based on 
other nursery rhymes. Or create new games based on the rhymes used in this 
book.

1 2 3
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Counting spots
Cows are featured in many different nursery rhymes, including 
‘Skip to My Lou’ and ‘Little Boy Blue’. Tell or read one of the 
nursery rhymes to the children before they do this activity or 
while they are colouring their cows.

Materials:
Cow, spots, crayons or textas, scissors, large en ve lopes 
(op tion al)

Directions:
1.Duplicate a copy of the cow pattern and spots pattern for 
  each child.
2.Either cut out the spots or let children cut the spots out 
  themselves.
3.Children can colour their spots and cows using crayons or 
  textas.
4.Lead the children through a counting exercise by having 
  them place the spots on their cows as you count.
5.Simple addition problems can be done by adding more 
  Spots.
6.When you are fi nished with the counting activity, children 
  can either store their cows and spots in large envelopes, 
  or provide glue sticks for children to use to permanently 
  glue the spots to the cows.

Option:
Duplicate a herd of cows for the children to count. Post the 
cows on a green construction paper fi eld background.

Little Boy Blue

Little Boy Blue come blow your horn,
The sheep’s in the meadow, the cow’s in the corn.

Where is the boy who looks after the sheep?
He’s under the haystack, fast asleep!
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Cow


