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To inform parents and carers on the current thinking about able and
talented pupils, including a brief description of the major government
initiatives.
To assist parents and carers in understanding the needs of their 
able children.
To explain to parents and carers, in ordinary terms, the principles
behind good provision for able and talented children.
To inform parents and carers in order that they may carry out a
meaningful dialogue with the schools attended by their able and
talented children.
To help parents and carers decide how best to support their able and
talented children.
To provide information on where to obtain additional help and advice,
and what activities are available.
To provide a wealth of practical activities under separate subject
headings.
To advise on what is suitable reading for able and talented children.

Symbols used in this book

Key questions

Important messages

Action points

INTRODUCTION

i

AIMS OF THE BOOK

Q
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SECT ION  1  – I S SUES

When looking at a general checklist, not all the pointers will apply to
a particular able child. You are looking for a match in many of the

areas.

Q

General checklists
Here, a number of characteristics that apply to many able children are listed. Teachers
using the checklist do not look for a total match but rather that a fair number of points fit
the child.

Have a look at the list below. These are the type of points that go

on to a general checklist.

1. Takes the lead in a group situation.

2. Has an ‘oddball’ sense of humour that delights in the absurd and may lead to
being misunderstood.

3. Becomes restless quickly when bored with work because it is repetitive.

4. Can concentrate for a considerable time once really interested.

5. At least part of the time, prefers the company of adults to other children.

6. Follows a hobby or interest to almost obsessive lengths.

7. Does not respect people just because of their position – respect has to be earned.

8. Looks at situations rather differently from many peers.

9. Challenges teachers and others when not in agreement with them.

10. Takes a strong interest in areas of philosophical interest, fairness, and questions
about life and death.

11. Frequently asks unusual, perceptive questions.

12. Does not go for the obvious answer.

13. Tends to prefer word humour to ‘slapstick’ humour.

14. Copes well with abstract work and therefore enjoys challenges, such as codes.

15. Uses specific examples to formulate general principles and rules.

16. Displays a greater understanding orally than might be assumed from the written
work because of reluctance to write everything down.

17. Can be careless with simple tasks as due attention is not given.

18. Understands where a story is leading to well ahead of others.

19. Can make predictions based upon existing knowledge.

20. Chooses a complex problem to solve in preference to tasks that lack challenge.
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PLAYING WITH LANGUAGE 
Encourage the use of word games, which help in promoting extension of vocabulary
and a joy in language. General collections of puzzles include a section on word
games, as in, for example, the Mensa publications. Many newspapers have a
puzzle page that includes word games. 

Support the regular completion of crossword puzzles. Find a standard that is
appropriate to start with and then encourage advancement to something more
demanding. Crossword puzzles are published by newspapers and magazines, and
collections are readily available from bookshops and large newsagents.

Suggest that your able and talented child writes crossword puzzles and word games
of their own.

Play language-based games as a family, such as Scrabble, Lexicon, Double Quick,
Upwords, Dingbats and Wordrop.

Have available a really extensive dictionary and a lengthy thesaurus; both can
provide a treasury of information. They also answer the requirements of curriculum
guidelines in English and literacy. Get your child to use them in a challenging way
by using a lipogram: where a passage is written without using a particular letter of
the alphabet. Choose a short piece of writing of any sort, including a nursery rhyme.
Get your child to rewrite it as close to the original meaning without using, for
instance, the letter ‘s’ or the letter ‘d’. If you want it really challenging make the
forbidden letter an ‘a’ or ’e’!

ENGLISH

R
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HISTORY

Look for opportunities to work with primary sources – census returns, documents,
diaries, letters and so on. One particular activity that promotes such use is tracing
the family history – bookshops sell beginner’s guides on how to do this. The county
Records Office is a likely destination.

Join the local History Society for a programme of talks and other activities.

Encourage the use of more advanced texts than the standard textbook for topics that
your able and talented child is covering at school. Work with the school to get
copies or a list of suitable titles. See what is available at your local library. Able
children require greater variety and complexity to extend their understanding and
appreciation.

Play history ‘What If?’. Get your child to speculate on what would have happened
if a key event had gone differently. The situations can be fitted to areas of work
being studied at school. ‘What would have happened if the plot to assassinate Julius
Caesar had been foiled?’ ‘What would have happened if Japan had carried out a
successful invasion of Darwin?’ The speculation should be informed by existing
knowledge. In the case of the latter example, certain events would definitely have
taken place – arresting leaders and known opponents, the banning of trade unions,
changes in the education system, to name a few. 

Encourage your able child to meet others of like mind and interest. This may be
through the History Club at school or at enrichment courses run by historical societies.
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SECT ION  2  -  H I STORY
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Try to work in partnership with your able child’s school so that there is no overlap and
repetition of work undertaken. However, if it proves difficult to secure appropriate
resources, look to obtaining challenging materials, of a non-standard type, at home.
Some publications are aimed at teachers and parents. 

Encourage the use of a maths dictionary, as mathematical vocabulary is an important
area within curriculum guidelines. 

Avoid pushing your child to do ‘more of the same’. Look instead for things that are
different and that give both a challenge and enjoyment.

Encourage experimental thinking with provocative questions such as: ‘What if the
numbers were changed?’, ‘What if we rotate it?’, ‘What if we consider this in three
dimensions rather than two?’

On family outings and holidays, get your able child to put on ‘mathematical glasses’
to appreciate the maths all around us. Mazes are very mathematical; look at castles
for their trajectory, and so on.

Build up a collection of individual books for interest or borrow copies from the
library. Look for fascinating material that makes maths ‘live’. 

Explore the internet for mathematical problems and investigations. A particularly
good source is the United Kingdom’s NRICH Online Maths Club at
www.nrich.maths.org.uk

Encourage participation in mathematical quizzes: events such as treasure hunts,
mathematical mastermind, tournaments and regional and national maths
competitions. The University of New South Wales runs challenges annually. 

MATHEMATICS
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