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Progress-Monitoring Comprehension Assessments Years P-2

Introduction
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Progress-Monitoring Comprehension Strategy Assessments for Years P–2 is a
collection of ongoing assessments that you can administer periodically during the school
year to monitor your students’ growth as a result of comprehension strategy instruction or
intervention. Each assessment consists of a reading passage and two test items designed
to measure one specific strategy. The assessments cover ten comprehension strategies (see
Table of Contents) and there are six assessments per strategy. The assessments cover a
range of reading levels for Years P–2. Administer the level of assessment that best meets
your students’ needs.

Assessment Type

Administer to the Following Students

Prep

Listening
comprehension

Students in Prep
Students in Year 1 reading at levels 1–8 (A–E)

Year One

Reading
comprehension

Students in Year 1 reading at levels 9–16 (F–I)
Students in Year 2 reading at levels 9–16 (F–I)

Year Two

Reading
comprehension

Students in Year 2 reading at levels 18–28 (J–M)
Students in Year 3 reading at levels 18–28 (J–M)
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Assessment Level
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You may wish to administer assessments after completing instruction in a particular
strategy, or you may administer the assessments at other appropriate times, such as the end
of each marking period.
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Administering and Scoring the Prep Comprehension Assessments

Administering and Scoring the Prep
Comprehension Assessments
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The Prep Ongoing Comprehension Strategy Assessments are designed to be administered
as listening comprehension assessments. Each assessment consists of a short reading
passage and two questions. The text of the reading passage and the actual questions appear
only in the teacher directions. They are intended to be read aloud. The student’s test page
consists of a title and an illustration related to the passage, followed by the answer choices
for two multiple-choice items. Each answer choice is a picture of some kind.
Plan for about 10 minutes to administer an Ongoing Comprehension Strategy Assessment,
but allow more time if needed.

To Administer an Ongoing Assessment
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1. Make a copy of the assessment for each student.
2. Instruct the student to write his or her name and the date at the top of each test page
(or write this information for the student if needed).
3. Give the student a crayon, pencil or texta for circling answers.
4. Instruct students to listen as you read the passage and the questions.
5. For each question, instruct students to choose the best answer and draw a circle
around the picture.
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To Score the Ongoing Assessment
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1. Refer to the appropriate Answer Key (on pages 88–92). The Answer Key gives the
correct response for each question.
2. Mark each question correct or incorrect on the test page.
3. To find the total score, count the number of items answered correctly.

Using the Results
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1. Use the results of the Ongoing Comprehension Strategy Assessments to evaluate each
student’s understanding of the tested strategy or skill.
2. A student who understands and applies a given strategy should answer both items
correctly – or three out of four questions on the two assessments combined. A student
who answers only one or none of the items correctly may need additional instruction on
a particular strategy.
3. Use the Scoring Chart on page 93 to keep track of a student’s scores on the
assessments during the school year. The chart provides space for writing a student’s
score on each of the two assessments (and/or for both assessments combined) and for
noting comments relevant to a student’s progress in learning a particular strategy.
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Progress-Monitoring Comprehension Assessments Years P-2

Administering and Scoring the
Year 1 and Year 2 Comprehension
Assessments
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The Year 1 and Year 2 Ongoing Comprehension Strategy Assessments are intended
to be used primarily as reading comprehension assessments. Each assessment consists of a
reading passage and two questions. The two questions are either both multiple choice or one
multiple choice and one short answer.
Short-answer questions require students to write out their answers. Most of these
responses will be one to three sentences long.
Plan for about 10–15 minutes to administer an Ongoing Comprehension Strategy
Assessment, but allow more time if needed.

To Administer an Ongoing Assessment

Make a copy of the assessment for each student.
Have students write their names and the date at the top of each test page.
Direct students to read each passage and answer the questions that go with it.
For each multiple-choice question, instruct students to choose the best answer and fill
in the bubble beside the answer they chose.
5. For short-answer questions, instruct students to write their responses (in phrases or
complete sentences) on the lines provided.

ro
w

nl
ow

1.
2.
3.
4.

Progress Monitoring Comprehension Assessments Years P-2

1

rB

Name ____________________________________________

Date _____________
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Directions: Read the passage. Then use the information from the passage
to answer questions 1–2.

Keeping Safe in Forests

Forests are fun places to visit. But you need to be careful. Some things
can hurt you. These rules can help keep you safe in the forest.
1.
Don’t feed or touch a wild animal. You might
scare the animal.
2.
Don’t eat wild plants. You might see berries
that look good. But don’t touch! They could make
you sick.
3.
Don’t go alone. Go with a parent or other
grownup. They know about forests. They can help you.
1.

2.

What can you tell from this passage about
things in the forest?

(a)

They are beautiful.

(c)

They can hurt you.

(b)

They taste good.

If you go into the forest, why should you go with a grownup?
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Administering and Scoring the Years 1 and 2 Comprehension Assessments

Listening Comprehension
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The Year 1 and Year 2 Ongoing Comprehension Strategy Assessments may also be used
as measures of listening comprehension. To use these assessments for listening purposes,
read the passage aloud to the student(s) and have the student(s) answer the questions. The
student(s) may respond by marking and writing their answers on the test page, or you may
have student(s) give oral responses. If you prefer, you may use one of the assessments for
each strategy for reading comprehension and the other for listening comprehension.

Answer Key
Identify Main Idea and
Supporting Details

Identify Cause and Effect

Year P

Ethan’s Sled

Where Milk Comes From

1. because it was snowing (2nd picture)
2. because he had bare feet (3rd picture)
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Year P
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1. milk (2nd picture)
2. loading onto truck (3rd picture)
Taking Care of Your Teeth
1. teeth (1st picture)

The Big Parade
1. wink (2nd picture)

2. drum (3rd picture)

2. brush your teeth (2nd picture)

Year 1

Year 1
Water Birds
1. A
2. C

Four-legged Friends
1. B
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1. Refer to the appropriate Answer Key (on
pages 88–92). The Answer Key provides
the letter of the correct response for each
multiple-choice question. The Answer Key
also provides a sample correct response
for each short-answer question.
2. Mark each question correct or incorrect on
the test page. You may need to interpret
the student’s written responses and decide
whether the responses are correct, based
on the sample answers in the Answer Key.
3. To find the total score, count the number
of items answered correctly.
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To Score the Ongoing Assessment

Lacy’s New Bike
1. C
2. A

The Colour of Smoke
1. A
2. Example: It has ashes in it.

2. Examples: food, water, exercise, love

Year 2

Earthworms
1. A

Year 2
Germs
1. B

Year 1
Lacy’s New Bike
1. C
2. A

2. A

2. C

Buckle Up!

1. B
2. Examples: They are not going far. They
are going slowly. It takes too long.

90

Making Bread
1. A
2. Example: The bread will not rise; it will
be ﬂat and hard.
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Using the Results
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1. Use the results of the Ongoing Comprehension Strategy
Assessments to evaluate each student’s understanding of
the tested strategy or skill.
2. A student who understands and applies a given strategy
should answer both items correctly – or three out of four
questions on the two assessments combined. A student
who answers only one or none of the items correctly may
need additional instruction on a particular strategy.
3. Use the Scoring Chart on page 93 to keep track of a
student’s scores on the assessments during the school
year. The chart provides space for writing a student’s
score on each of the two assessments (and/or for both
assessments combined) and for noting comments relevant
to a student’s progress in learning a particular strategy.
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P

Ongoing Comprehension Strategy Assessment Record

Name ____________________________________________
Strategy

___ / 2

Analyze Character

Date _____________

Test 1
Date / Score

Test 2
Date / Score

Test 3
Date / Score

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Analyze Story Elements Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Compare and
Contrast

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Draw Conclusions

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Identify Main Idea and Date:
Supporting Details
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Identify Cause
and Effect

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Identify Sequence or
Steps in a Process

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Make Inferences

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Make Predictions

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Summarize
Information

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
______ / 2

Date:
___

Notes
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Progress-Monitoring Comprehension Assessments Years P-2

P

Directions for Administering the
Ongoing Assessments
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This section provides speciﬁc directions for administering the Ongoing
Comprehension Strategy Assessments to one or more children. When you
are ready to begin, give a copy of the student page to each child. Make
sure each child has a crayon, pencil or texta for marking their answers.
Then proceed by reading the passage and the questions for the assessment. Pause after each question to allow time for children to mark their
answers.
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For each assessment, read the directions printed in bold type.

Date _____________
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Name ____________________________________________

Look at the picture of Anna. Now I am going to read you a story about Anna. Then
I will ask you two questions about the story. Listen carefully.

ro
w

Anna’s Day

Put your ﬁnger on the row where you see the shoe. Now look at the pictures.
How does Anna feel when she is inside the house? Does she feel happy …
surprised … or sad? Draw a circle around the picture that shows how Anna
feels when she is inside.
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Rain falls all day long. Anna has to stay inside. She reads
some books. She draws some pictures. But Anna is unhappy.
She wants to go outside. At last the rain stops. Anna runs
outside. She ﬁnds a big puddle. Anna jumps right in. She
gets wet. She gets muddy. Anna laughs and says, “Now I
am having fun!”

2.

8

Move down to the next row where you can see the apple. Now look at the
pictures. What makes Anna happy? Is it reading a book … splashing in
a puddle … or drawing a picture? Draw a circle around the picture that
shows what makes Anna happy.
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Anna’s Day
Date _____________
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Name ____________________________________________
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Name ____________________________________________

Date _____________
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Directions: Read the passage. Then use the information from the passage
to answer questions 1–2.

Yem’s Cars
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Yem puts toy cars together. He must be careful with the little parts. It
takes a lot of time to make a car. Yem does not care. He likes making cars.

What can you tell about Yem?

rB

1.

(a) He likes to do things with his hands.

ke

(b) He likes to ride his bike.

How does Yem feel when he is making cars?
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(c) He likes big cars.
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2

Name ____________________________________________

Date _____________

Ned Kelly, Famous Outlaw
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Long before TV, Ned Kelly was famous.
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Directions: Read the passage. Then use the information from the passage
to answer questions 1–2.

Ed

Ned started out poor. His actual date of birth isn’t known. He lived as
a convict’s son. As a boy, he started stealing horses and cattle. His family
were always in trouble with the police. Some people said it wasn’t fair. This
is what made Ned want to be an outlaw.
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Ned was also in trouble with the law. By 1875, Ned had his own gang,
called the Kelly Gang. They robbed banks, and lots of people. In 1878, Ned
and his gang ran into the bush after a big ﬁght with the police. The police
declared the Kelly Gang “outlaws”.
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After years of searching, there was a big shootout. Ned had made armour for his gang out of metal plates. After a full day of shooting and ﬁghting, Ned Kelly was arrested. His daring and rebellion against the police
made him famous at the time: a fame which has carried on till today.

Ned was always in trouble with the police. What does this show about him?
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(a) He wanted to be a police ofﬁcer

aw

(b) He liked running around

H

(c) He liked making trouble

©

2.

What made Ned want to be an outlaw?

(a) He liked the police
(b) He thought his family were treated unfairly
(c) He liked banks
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