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Reading Comprehension as a Progression in the 
Australian Curriculum: English

Even in the early years of the Australian Curriculum: English, reading comprehension appears as 
a key skill within the Literacy strand, most often under the sub-strand of Interpreting, analysing, 
evaluating. The ACARA website states that this sub-strand ensures students “develop more 
sophisticated processes for interpreting, analysing, evaluating and critiquing ideas, information 
and issues from a variety of sources”. The following table shows reading comprehension as a 
progression in the Australian Curriculum: English. For more information, visit 
www.australiancurriculum.edu.au.
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Use comprehension strategies to understand and discuss texts listened to, viewed or read 
independently (ACELY1650)

• talking about the meanings in texts listened to, viewed and read

• visualising elements in a text (for example drawing an event or character from a text read aloud)

• providing a simple, correctly-sequenced retelling of narrative texts

• relating one or two key facts from informative texts

• fi nding a key word in a text to answer a literal question

• making links between events in a text and students’ own experiences

• making an inference about a character’s feelings

• discussing and sequencing events in stories

• drawing events in sequence, recognising that for some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories 
the sequence of events may be cyclical
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Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning about key events, ideas and 
information in texts that they listen to, view and read by drawing on growing knowledge of context, 
text structures and language features (ACELY1660)

• using elements in books and screen texts, for example illustrations, diagrams, sound and 
movement, to support reading

• making connections between the text and students’ own experiences, and between information 
in print and images

• fi nding key information in a text

• making inferences about characters’ feelings and motives

• building knowledge about the topic of the text and learning new vocabulary before and during 
reading

• making predictions from the cover, from illustrations and at points in the text before reading on

• retelling the events or key information in the text orally, in writing and/or through digital or arts 
media
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Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning and begin to analyse texts by 
drawing on growing knowledge of context, language and visual features and print and multimodal 
text structures (ACELY1670)

• making connections between the text and students’ own experiences and experiences with other 
texts, comparing authors’ differing point of view on a topic

• making connections between information in print and images

• building on and using prior knowledge and vocabulary

• making valid inferences using information in a text and students’ own prior knowledge

• predicting, asking and answering questions as they read, and summarising and reviewing 
meaning
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Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning and begin to evaluate texts by 
drawing on a growing knowledge of context, text structures and language features (ACELY1680)

• making connections between the text and students own experience and other texts

• making connections between the information in print and images

• making predictions and asking and answering questions about the text drawing on knowledge of 
the topic, subject-specifi c vocabulary and experience of texts on the same topic

• using text features and search tools to locate information in written and digital texts effi ciently

• determining important ideas, events or details in texts commenting on things learned or questions 
raised by reading, referring explicitly to the text for verifi cation

• making considered inferences taking into account topic knowledge or a character’s likely actions 
and feelings

Y
E
A

R
 4

Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning to expand content knowledge, 
integrating and linking ideas and analysing and evaluating texts (ACELY1692)

• making connections between the text and students’ own experience and other texts

• making connections between information in print and images

• building and using prior knowledge and vocabulary

• fi nding specifi c literal information

• asking and answering questions

• creating mental images

• fi nding the main idea of a text

• inferring meaning from the ways communication occurs in digital environments including the 
interplay between words, images, and sounds

• bringing subject and technical vocabulary and concept knowledge to new reading tasks, 
selecting and using texts for their pertinence  to the task and the accuracy of their information
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Use comprehension strategies to analyse information, integrating and linking ideas from a variety of 
print and digital sources (ACELY1703)

• using research skills including identifying research purpose, locating texts, gathering and organising 
information, evaluating its relative value, and the accuracy and currency of print and digital 
sources and summarising information from several sources
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Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse information and ideas, comparing content 
from a variety of textual sources including media and digital texts (ACELY1713)

• making connections between the text and students’ own experience or other texts

• making connections between information in print and images

• fi nding specifi c literal information

• using prior knowledge and textual information to make inferences and predictions

• asking and answering questions

• fi nding the main idea of a text

• summarising a text or part of a text
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Day 2  • Identifying Sequence of Events in Nonfi ction

Drawing a House

Help students cut out pictures. Discuss each picture. Then help students place each 
drawing in the correct order.

Name ___________________________ 

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
du

ca
tio

n



© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743302163 • NL2163 45

Name _________________________________ Day 2  • Analysing Character: Feelings

Sad, Mad or Glad?

Discuss the elephant’s feelings in each picture. Then ask students to draw something that 

makes the elephant feel sad, mad and glad.
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I  like  books  about  _____________________________________________________. 

Name _________________________________ Day 4  • Identifying Stated Main Idea

A Book I Like

Ask the students to think about a book they like. Help them draw a picture from that book. 

Help them fi nish the sentence below.
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Overview     Comparing and 
Contrasting in Fiction 

Provide a Real-World Example
◆ Hand out the Day 1 activity page. 

◆  Display a pencil and a crayon. Say: We use 
pencils and crayons in our class. I can compare a 
pencil and crayon. I can describe how they are 
alike. They are alike because I can hold them in 
my hand. Draw a circle around the things you can 
hold in your hand. Model how to draw a circle 
around the pencil and crayon beside the hand.  

◆  Repeat the process with the other three rows. 
(Comparing: The pencil and crayon are alike 
because we can draw with them. Contrasting: 
The pencil is different because it is longer. The 
crayon is different because it is a colour.)

◆  Explain that we can compare and contrast things 
in stories, too. Name two characters or settings 
from stories you have read to the class, and 
ask students to name ways they are alike and 
different. Then write the following on butcher 
paper: 

Day 1 See “Provide a Real-World Example” below.

Day 2

Say: Jay and Ray are twins. Jay and Ray want to dress alike. Colour the hats that are 
alike. Repeat the process with the T-shirts, jeans and shoes. Then ask students to tell a 
partner how Jay and Ray are alike. (twins, same caps, same T-shirts, same jeans, same 
shoes)

Day 3

Say: Zoe went to the park. She saw a fi sh in the pond. Then she saw another fi sh! Look 
at the pictures. Colour the parts of the second picture that are different from the fi rst 
picture. Then tell a partner how the second fi sh is different. (it’s not alive; it’s part of 
a fountain; it’s spouting water)

Day 4

Say: Many stories have a queen and princess. Look at this queen and princess. Discuss 
how the queen and princess are alike and different. Then help students mark the 
chart by placing an X in the appropriate column(s). (Queen: throne, sceptre, crown, 
necklace. Princess: throne, crown, skirt, necklace.)

Day 5

Ask students to listen to the story. Say: Point to number 1. Point to the blanket. Point 
to the quilt. Draw a circle around the one that Grandma made. Repeat the procedure 
with number 2 (is soft) and 3 (will keep Ivy warm). Afterwards, meet individually with 
students to discuss their results. Use their responses to plan further instruction and review. 
(1: quilt. 2:  blanket. 3: quilt and blanket.)

Compare

See how things are 
alike.

Contrast

See how things are 
different.

Directions and Sample Answers for Activity Pages

13
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Day 5  • Identifying Cause and Effect in Fiction

Assessment

Help students cut out the pictures. Then ask them to paste the cause on the left and the 

effect on the right.

“I  love  apples,”  said  Ike.

“I  love  apple  pie,”  said  Grandpa.

“Can  we  go  to  the  shop?”  said  Ike.

“Let’s  go  to  the  orchard,”  said  Grandpa.  

“We  can  pick  our  own  apples!”

Name _____________________________ 
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Signs

Ask students to colour the picture that shows what kind of offi ce Dr Kim has.

Name _________________________________ Day 2  • Making Inferences in Nonfi ction
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