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This reference
re
guide provides an overview of Enrichment Clusters, an innovative component of Renzulli’s Schoolwide Enrichment Model.
Designed to provide all students with the opportunities to engage areas of interest and develop their talents and potentials, this guide contains
Desig
valuable information on how educators can successfully implement Enrichment Clusters, including guidelines for design and tips for evaluation.
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Understanding Enrichment Clusters
Facilitating Enrichment Clusters

Enrich
Enrichment
Clusters engage students and facilitators in interestbased, student-driven, real-world learning experiences. Grouped
by interest,
inte
students – working like practising professionals – apply
advan
advanced content and methods to develop products and services
authentic audiences. Cluster sessions are scheduled during the
for aut
school day over an extended period of time and involve all students.
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Most Enrichment Clusters are facilitated by classroom teachers,
staﬀ members and other specialists who have a strong interest in a
particular topic or area of study. Other personnel who can be recruited
as facilitators include: retirees, members of community service clubs,
members of the business community, university faculty and students,
government agency employees, parents, education partners, pre-service
teachers, etc.
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What are Enrichment Clusters?
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Goals of Enrichment Clusters
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• To provide
p
students with opportunities, resources and
enc
encouragement to apply their interests, knowledge, thinking skills,
crea
creative ideas and task commitment to self-selected problems or
are
areas of study.
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• To acquire advanced-level understanding of the knowledge and
m
methodologies used within particular disciplines, artistic areas
of expression and interdisciplinary studies.
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• TTo develop authentic products, performances or services that
aare directed primarily towards bringing about a desired impact
oon one or more speciﬁed audiences.
• TTo develop self-directed learning skills in the areas of planning,
problem ﬁnding and focusing, organisational skills, resource
utilisation, time management, cooperativeness, decision
making and self-evaluation.

H
aw
ke

by Joseph
Ed.D. & &
Marcia
Gentry,
Ph.D.
byRenzulli,
Joseph Renzulli
Marcia
Gentry

Strategies for All

• To develop task commitment, self conﬁdence, feelings
of creative accomplishment, and the ability to interact
eﬀectively with other students and adults who share
common goals and interests.

How and When to Schedule
Enrichment Clusters

Major Features of Enrichment
Clusters

Theme: Every student is special if we create conditions that make each
student a specialist in a specialised group.
1. The Golden Rule of Enrichment Clusters: All activity is directed
towards the production of a product or service.
2. Students and teachers select the clusters in which they will
participate. All students and facilitators are involved.
3. Students are grouped across year levels by interest areas.
4. There are no predetermined lesson or unit plans.
5. The authentic methods of professional investigators are used to
pursue products and service development.
6. Divisions of labour are used to guarantee that all students are not
doing the same thing.
7. Specially designated time blocks are set aside for clusters.
8. The Silver Rule of Enrichment Clusters: The rules of traditional
teaching are suspended!

Flexibility is a key issue when examining scheduling options.
Enrichment Clusters are typically scheduled eight or more
weeks each semester, and sometimes they are extended
because of high levels of interest, student productivity
and ongoing projects that may require additional time.
Approximately 1 hour or the equivalent of a double class
period is set aside in the school’s schedule for Enrichment
Clusters each week. This time block could be at a ﬁxed time
each week, scheduled on a rotating basis, or results from a
day in which each class period is shortened by a few minutes,
so that it accommodates other “special subject area classes”
such as art, music and physical education.
© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781742398907 • NPR8907

