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Introduction

“You cannot teach today’s students with yesterday’s materials and expect them to
have success tomorrow.”

—Rhonda Stonecipher

Imagine opening the cover of a thousand-piece jigsaw puzzle. As you gaze into
the confusion of colors and shapes, lines and textures, you know that somehow
these smaller pieces amazingly all belong together. Each piece fills a unique place
to create a larger image. However, as you stare into the mosaic of pieces before
you, the final image is invisible. What would you do if there was no picture on
the cover of the box? Where would you begin? How would you start to organize
those pieces so that they would all fit together? Imagine, now, that you knew that
the red pieces formed an apple at the centre of a bowl of fruit. Would this change
your approach to organizing the pieces before you? Perhaps you would begin by
sorting through the pieces and selecting only the red pieces that would combine
to form the apple. Somehow, having an idea of the final image helps us to
organize the smaller components in a way that makes sense.

Guided Listening is based on the principle that students listen more effectively
when given a purpose for listening. Students are bombarded with so many ideas
that it is sometimes challenging for them to see the unified purpose of text—the
bigger picture the ideas represent. When given the tools to organize this
collection of ideas (like the picture on a puzzle box), they can listen attentively
for cues and have a greater focus for their listening.

On a recent vacation in the southwestern United States, we found ourselves
driving south along a beautiful coastal highway. On our right there were
spectacular ocean views of crashing waves and sandy beaches. To our left there
were breathtaking cliffs and crumbling hills, with the land majestically bowing to
meet the sea. Suddenly, ahead of us the highway divided and branched inland.
We continued along this route for a number of kilometres before the view
became mundane and we wished to return to the ocean views of the coastal
highway. A crossroad appeared ahead; it seemed to be a main throughway. We
decided to follow this unknown route, believing that if we headed west, we
would again find the ocean. It was not long before the town faded into the
distance and a sharp left turn led us into the mountains. The road was winding
and narrow. On the right the road dropped sharply into unknown abysses. The
path ahead seemed uncertain as it wound perilously close to the edge of high
mountains and around bends. As almost all signs of civilization disappeared
behind us, we questioned whether or not it was wise to continue along this road.

We were like children listening to an onslaught of ideas, thoughts, and images,
trying to decipher the important concepts and decide whether or not to
persevere. How many times have you seen your students cock their heads sharply
to the side, furrow their brows, and try to decode new material?

7
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Let’s return to the example of the highway journey. Did we proceed? The key
to our success was the roadmap that clearly marked the path to follow. Knowing
that the coastal highway was ahead instilled in us the confidence to persevere
through the unknown and to emerge at the desired destination. We were not
sure how we would get there, but we knew where we were going.

Guided Listening is a roadmap for students, with the destination clearly
marked. When they know their final destination, they are more able to recognize
the landmarks along the way.
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