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Introduction 

All great teachers love their students. Just ask their spouses, who hear about 
those students every day at home! Caring for students is the basis of connecting 
with students, whether you find this easy or difficult. You might not always like 
students’ behavior—for example, when they decide to put the dead mouse they 
found on your desk. But despite their behavior, you choose to love them. It is a 
choice, often a difficult one. To choose to love a student who is, say, constantly 
physically hurting others, including you, takes sacrifice. This book is a call to love 
the students you find difficult to like.

At this point, it’s good to remind yourself why you became a teacher—to 
make a difference. Loving students makes a difference. You can be the teacher 
your students remember as the one who made a difference in their life. The one 
they shared their lottery winnings with (one can always dream…). If we wanted 
an easy job with lots of money, we would have become sky-diving instructors 
instead of teachers!

Of course, you are good at reaching, teaching, and connecting with your stu-
dents. Getting to know students has always been one of the best parts of your 
job—talking with them when they come in, asking them questions, and having 
fun together. It comes easily and naturally to you; it’s partly why you became a 
teacher. But there is that student who is perhaps more difficult to connect with. 
Or that one situation. You’ve tried everything you know and still it’s difficult. 
That’s where this book comes in.

There are many tools we use to connect with our students. We use body lan-
guage, humor, and shared experiences. Of course, one of the main tools we use 
is the curriculum. As we get to know our students, we get to know what they 
like, what their strengths and interests are. We look at students who truly love 
an aspect of the curriculum and see how to connect with them. By better under-
standing their desires and needs, we can then help these students better connect 
to us and each other.

We are not social works nor counsellors, which are what our students really 
need sometimes. But we are what they have—teachers. When a student’s mom 
dies, when their parents are getting a divorce, when they think the principal 
doesn’t like them, and when they are being bullied, we are the ones who are there 
and help them. How are we supposed to do this? I’m pretty sure I never learned 
in teacher’s college what to say to a student the next day after they swore at me. 
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6  

There are really difficult times in students’ lives and we are the ones who are there 
for them. We are the ones who help them. Sometimes we are the only ones.

Then there are the class clowns who yell out, “underwear” when we say, 
“unaware,” the shy students who won’t say their names for the first week of class, 
and the daydreamers who excel at fiction writing, albeit two weeks late. Con-
necting with these students and helping them to learn has always been difficult, 
even more so now when there are so many students in our classes and there is 
someone who needs our attention at any given time. Using understanding and 
humor, we can help these students connect with their learning, their peers, and 
the world.

And how do we teach when integration in the classrooms is being rolled out 
and when support and resources are being rolled back? How do we connect with 
students who are integrated when we have little or no special education train-
ing and all of a sudden have autistic children, children with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and children with Oppositional Defiant Dis-
order (ODD) in our classes? How do we connect with and teach these children? 
With respect, dignity, and love, that’s how. It might be that you are looking for 
more strategies to teach and more strategies to connect with the students in your 
class—all the students in your class. There are so many children with so many 
needs, no one book could cover them all; however, this book covers some of the 
most common needs seen in schools today while recommending strategies that 
will work for children with needs not necessarily listed in this book.

Forming connections with our students is not only part of teaching students 
but also part of loving our students. Connections establish good communica-
tion between students and ourselves, communication that allows them to learn 
not only math and language, but also good self-esteem and conflict-resolution 
skills. Connecting with students means that we see them as our allies and that we 
are their allies. As teachers, we help them build bridges of connections to their 
learning, to other people, and to the world. Building bridges of connections is 
hard work, and sometimes the hammer hits your thumb instead of a nail. But the 
result is worth it—a connection between two parties and the ability to reach and 
teach them all!
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