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Introduction

Each Puzzle in CONNECTIONS has three parts:
1. The Introduction – This paragraph sets the background and helps
students become familiar with the elements of the puzzle.
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CONNECTIONS is a thought-provoking puzzle collection that provides challenge and
stimulation for the young thinkers in your classroom throughout the entire school year. The
purpose of these puzzles is to promote deductive thinking. CONNECTIONS gives students an
opportunity to sort through related bits of information by combining, relating, ordering and
eliminating. The result is the logical linking together of ideas that leads to the puzzle’s solution.
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2. The Clues – The clues relate all of the components and provide a basis
for the logical linking together of the pieces of information, thereby allowing
g
students to make deductions that will lead to the solution.
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3. The Grid – The grid provides a worksheet for sorting, eliminating and
associating the clues.
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Every square on the grid represents a possible answer. By eliminating possibilities, one is finally
left with only one choice per row or column. The one square which has not been eliminated is
one correct solution which has been made. When this is done for every row and column, the
puzzle solution is complete.
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Any marking system for the grid is valid if it is used consistently. Many students prefer to use an
X in a square to represent elimination of a choice and an 0 to represent a correct answer. Using
“yes” and “no” works equally well.
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In addition to these three parts, students may wish to jot down notes on scrap paper. This may
help them in putting the information in rank order or in visualising the relationships. It should be
stressed that there is always more than one way to correctly solve a puzzle. In sharing the way
in which each person used these “tools” to arrive at the solution, students will gain insights into
different modes of thinking.
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Students will find that it is necessary to look not only at each clue individually, but also to look
at the clues in relation to one another in order to derive as much information as possible. For
example, if the clues state, “Mary is older than Tom and the girl with the bicycle but younger than
Alex,” we can deduce a lot of information by the proper arrangement of the clues. If there are only
four people in the puzzle, we know that Mary is second in rank of age. If there are two boys and
two girls, we also know that Alex is a boy. We can also deduce that Mary is not Alex, Tom is not
Alex, Alex is not the one with the bicycle, Mary isn’t the one with the bicycle and Tom isn’t the
one with the bicycle. In addition, we know that Alex is the oldest.

CONNECTIONS is an ideal way to celebrate the activities and seasons of the school year
while incorporating opportunities to strengthen your students’ logical, deductive thinking skills.
Students will be captivated by the challenge presented by these puzzles and as they work with
these puzzles, they will grow in their ability to sort through information and make important
connections.
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Softball
1.

Steve has batted more home runs than Chris but fewer than Russ or Tom.
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2. Russ batted in as many runs as Steve and Tom combined.
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Steve, Russ, Chris and Tom play softball for the Junior Eagles. During the season each
boy has batted home a different number of runs: 10, 6, 4 and 3. See if you can make the
team by batting the clues around and sliding home with a safe solution.

10

6

4

3
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Insect Collection
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Kevin, David, Julie and Tom contributed a praying mantis, a katydid, a ladybird and a
wasp to their class insect collection. Don’t let the clues BUG you as you sort through the
puzzle.
1. Kevin, David and the boy with the wasp brought their specimens to school in jars with holes
poked in the lids.
2. Julie lives next door to the boy who brought the katydid and down the street from Kevin.
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3. The boy bringing the ladybird to school carried it in a baby food jar lined with grass.

Kevin
David
Julie
Tom
This page may be photocopied or reproduced with permission for a single classroom use.
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Note from the Nurse
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Miss Hayes received a note from the school nurse giving special information about
four of her students – Janet, Larry, Scot and Glen. The special health information
about the students included bronchial asthma, an allergy to penicillin, an allergy to
bee stings and glasses. See if you can match up everything.
1. The two boys with allergies are on the athletics team.
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2. Glen’s glasses were broken. He must sit in the front of the room until his mother is able to
have them repaired.

must wear
glasses

allergic to
bee stings
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allergic to
penicillin
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Janet

ow

bronchial
asthma

3. Janet, Larry and the boy who’s allergic to bee stings all sit in row three.
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