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Introduction
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Twenty different texts from a variety of genres are included in this reading comprehension
resource. These may include humour, fantasy, myth/legend, folktale, mystery, adventure,
suspense, fairy tale, play, fable, science ﬁction and poetry, as well as informational/nonﬁction
texts, such as timetables, letters, reports, procedures, posters, maps, programs, book covers and
cartoons.
Three levels of questions are used to indicate the reader’s comprehension of each text.

One or more particular comprehension strategies have been chosen for practice with each text.
Each unit is ﬁve pages long and consists of the following resources and strategies:
text is presented on one full page

• activity page 1:

covers literal and inferential questions

• activity page 2:

covers applied questions

Ed

• text page:

uc

• teacher information: includes the answer key and extension suggestions

ow

• applying strategies: focuses on a chosen comprehension strategy/strategies

Unit 1

nl

Teacher Information
Teacher Information

A Scary Story

READING FOCUS
• Analyses and extracts information from a text to
answer literal, inferential and applied questions

Genre: Suspense

ANSWER KEY
Right There (Page 11)
1. a. in the town
b. black
c. on the road
d. in the truck
e. a mouse

Think and Search (Page 11)
1. It was a dark night.
2. The road was made from black tar.
3. He was looking for food.
On Your Own (Page 12)
(1) mouse, (2) box, (3) truck, (4) road and (5) town
Applying Strategies (Page 13)

A SCARY STORY
Name

In a black, black town
Was a black, black road.
On the black, black road
Was a black, black truck.
In the black, black truck

Br

2. The mouse was in the box, which was in the back of the truck, sitting on the side of the
road in the town.

Unit 1

Read the suspense story and answer the questions on the following pages.
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• Predicts reasons for events happening

Text Page

Was a black, black box.
In the black, black box
Was a … mouse!

ke
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a–f. Answers will vary.

EXTENSIONS

• Other “Not-so-scary” stories, which may be read to students, include the following:
- In a Dark, Dark Wood by David A. Carter
- Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
- There’s a Nightmare in My Closet by Mercer Mayer
- A Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown

aw

• Students may use the format of “A Scary Story” to write a short story of their own.
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• Reading Focus states the comprehension
skill emphasis for the unit.
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• Genre is clearly indicated.
• Answer Key is provided. For certain
questions, answers will vary, but
suggested answers are given.
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• The title of the text is provided.
• Statement is included in regard to the
genre.
• Text is presented on a full page.

• Extension Activities suggest other
authors or book titles. Other literacy
activities relating to the text are
suggested.
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Introduction

(cont.)

Activity Page 1

Activity Page 2

Name

Activities

Name

Activities

A SCARY STORY

A SCARY STORY

Find the answers directly in the text.

On Your Own

1. Write words from the poem to answer the questions.

Number the pictures from 1 to 5
(1 being the smallest thing and 5 the biggest thing).

a. Where was the road?
b. What colour was the truck?
c. Where was the truck?

BIGGEST


SMALLEST TO

d. Where was the box?
e. What was in the box?
2. Complete the sentence by copying words from the story.
The mouse was in the



, which was in

the back of the

, sitting on the

side of the

in the

.

Think about what the text says.
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Think and Search

Use what you know about the text and your own experience.
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Right There

Place an X in the box next to the best answer.
1. Most likely, why was the truck black?

 The buildings were all painted black.

 It was a dark night.

2. Most likely, why was the road black?

 The road was made from black tar.



 The night was stormy.

 He was looking for food.

Ed

3. Why was the mouse most likely hiding in the box?

 He was travelling to another town.
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• Right There consists of literal questions.

• On Your Own consists of applied
questions.
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• Think and Search consists of inferential
questions.
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Applying Strategies

Name
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Predicting

Applying Strategies

A SCARY STORY

After reading the text on page 10,
draw pictures or write words to
predict what may have happened
or will happen.

a. Why was the truck in town?

b. How did the mouse get into the box?

c. Why was the truck on the road
at night?

d. How will the mouse stay alive in
the box?

e. Why did the truck stop?

f. How will the mouse get out of the truck?
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• Comprehension strategy focus is
clearly labelled.
• Activities provide opportunities to utilise
the particular strategy.
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Unit 1

Teacher Information

A Scary Story

READING FOCUS
• Analyses and extracts information from a text to
answer literal, inferential and applied questions

Genre: Suspense

ANSWER KEY
Right There (Page 13)
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1. a. in the town

at
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n

• Predicts reasons for events happening

b. black

Ed

c. on the road
d. in the truck
e. a mouse

ow

2. The mouse was in the box, which was in the back of the truck, sitting on the side of the
road in the town.

nl

Think and Search (Page 13)
1. It was a dark night.

ow

2. The road was made from black tar.
3. He was looking for food.
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On Your Own (Page 14)

(1) mouse, (2) box, (3) truck, (4) road and (5) town

ke
r

Applying Strategies (Page 15)
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a–f. Answers will vary.

EXTENSIONS

• Other “Not-so-scary” stories, which may be read to students, include the following:
- In a Dark, Dark Wood by David A. Carter
- Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
- There’s a Nightmare in My Closet by Mercer Mayer
- A Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown
• Students may use the format of “A Scary Story” to write a short story of their own.
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Unit 1

A SCARY STORY
Name

Was a black, black road.

Ed

On the black, black road
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In a black, black town
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Read the suspense story and answer the questions on the following pages.

Was a black, black truck.
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In the black, black truck
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Was a black, black box.
In the black, black box
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Was a … mouse!
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Name

Activities

ON THE RIVERBANK
Right There

Find the answers directly in the text.

at
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1. Read each sentence. Choose Yes or No.

q Yes q No

b. Tiger got into the boat.

q Yes q No

c. Crocodile left the boat on the riverbank.

q Yes q No

uc

a. Crocodile got into the boat.

Think about what the text says.
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Think and Search

Ed

2. How many animals got in the boat?
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1. Draw who you think was the cleverest animal in the story.

©

2. What did the clever animal do?
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Name

Activities

ON THE RIVERBANK
Use what you know about the text and your own experience.

On Your Own
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1. Draw the animals in the boat in order from heaviest to lightest.

Lightest

H
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Heaviest

©

2. Do you think the boat will sink?

q Yes q No

Explain why or why not.
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Name

Applying Strategies

ON THE RIVERBANK

Predicting

at
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After reading the text on page 17,
draw pictures or write words to
predict what may have happened
or will happen.

1. Read each sentence, and complete the picture to match each caption.
a. The boat is on the riverbank.
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b. Lion gets in.

d. Tiger jumps in.
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c. Monkey hops in.

f. Draw what happens next.
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e. Elephant climbs in.

2. Write a sentence to match your prediction.
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