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Introduction
What Is Close Reading? 
Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a text. 
When using the strategy, students focus on signifi-
cant details or patterns in order to develop a deep, 
precise understanding of the text. The reader directs 
their attention to the text itself instead of relying on 
background knowledge for comprehension and 
re-reads a text multiple times to look closely at its 
meaning. This strategy is meant to level the playing 
field for students; if everyone has to answer ques-
tions using only information from what they read, 
all should be able to do so equally well. Those who 
have a wealth of background information have less 
of an advantage over those who don’t. Close read-
ing includes the following: 

• Using short passages and excerpts

• Diving right into the text with limited 
pre-reading activities 

• Focusing on the text itself instead of making 
connections to or relying on prior knowledge

• Re-reading deliberately

• Reading with a pencil to mark and make notes 
during reading, including thoughts on interest-
ing or exciting parts, questions or other ideas

• Noticing things that are confusing and using 
fix-up strategies to make sense of the text (such 
as re-reading or studying pictures or other text 
features)

• Discussing the text with others

• Using Think-Pair-Share or Turn-and-Talk 
frequently

• Working in small groups and as a class

• Responding to text-dependent questions 

Steps in a Close Reading Lesson
Have your students re-read your chosen text several 
times over several days and use the question stems 
on page 3 and the graphic organisers on pages 4–22 
to help students focus their thoughts. 

The following steps are meant to guide you in craft-
ing a lesson that scaffolds students and focuses on 
increasingly complex text-dependent questions. 

1. FIRST READ: Key Ideas and Details
Here you will focus on the most important elements 
of the text – key ideas and details. Set the purpose 

for reading, and have students read text as inde-
pendently as possible. The first read should be done 
without building background knowledge; students 
should be making meaning from the text as they 
read. Focus on the big ideas in the text, making sure 
that readers know the main idea, story elements 
and supporting details. They may use graphic organ-
isers to shape their thinking.

Following the first read, pose a text-dependent 
question (see question stems on page 3), reminding 
students to find evidence from the text to support 
their answers. Then, have students Think-Pair-Share 
to assess what they have gleaned from the text. By 
listening as they share, you can determine how well 
the students understand the big ideas of the text, 
helping you focus future close readings.

2. SECOND READ: Craft and Structure
Here you will focus on how the text works. Use a 
text-dependent question to focus and set a pur-
pose for re-reading. For the second close read, have 
students re-read a section that includes complex el-
ements or ideas that they should explore to arrive at 
a deeper understanding of the text. 

After re-reading, students should discuss the text 
with partners or in small groups, focusing on the au-
thor’s craft and organisational patterns. This may in-
clude vocabulary choices, text structure or text fea-
tures that the author included. Students use graphic 
organisers to record their ideas. After students share 
with partners or in small groups, have groups share 
with the entire class to assess understanding.

3. THIRD READ: Integration of Knowledge 
 and Ideas
Here you will focus on what the text means to the 
reader and how it connects to other experiences. 
This reading of a text should go even deeper, re-
quiring students to synthesise and analyse infor-
mation from several texts or media. This is the 
perfect opportunity for students to relate the text 
they are reading to a theme or another text on a 
similar topic. They may record their ideas on sticky 
notes or graphic organisers. Have students journal 
a response to a text-dependent question. Focus the 
whole-class discussion on finding text evidence to 
support their ideas.
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ElementsStory

Characters

Problem

Setting

Solution

Title
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Be a Word Sleuth!
Word I don’t know So I think the 

word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

The text says

The text says

The text says

The text says
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What’s the Problem?

? ? ? ?? ? ?? ? ?? ? ? ?? ? ? ?

What is the problem faced by 
the character?

How is the problem resolved?

Why does the problem occur?

List three important events relating to the problem.

1

2

3
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Windy
A breeze blows across the meadow. 

The tall grasses bow to its power. Alice 
plants her boot on the bottom rung of 
the fence, grabs hold of the top rung, 
and hoists herself up. She whistles a few 
bars of Windy’s favourite song, and her 
pony gallops to the fence. Alice leans 
over the fence and feeds the pony a 
carrot. Then she pats her neck. 

Windy whinnies as Dad walks toward 
the fence. Then the pony gallops off 
onto the field. Dad says, “We need to 
get her used to the barn. I think you’re 
the only one she will follow. We’ll start 
barn training her tomorrow. Are you up 
to the task?”

Alice hops down from the fence. She 
knows her new pony likes the freedom 
of the open shelter in the field. With only 
three walls, the shelter allows Windy to 
trot into the field whenever she wants to 
do so. She also knows that teaching a 
pony to go into a barn can be as difficult 
as teaching a dog to stop barking. “Why 
does Windy have to get used to the barn 
so soon? She likes staying in the field 
shelter.”

“She can still stay in the shelter, but 
we get some bad storms out here. 
Sometimes the barn is the safest place 
for our horses.”

The next morning, Alice watches 
Windy zigzag across the field. Alice walks 
into the field and whistles. Windy walks 
slowly toward her. She sniffs at the apple 
in Alice’s hand before eating it. “Good 
girl,” Alice whispers. 

Alice walks alongside Windy as she 
pats her back and speaks softly. They are 
about two metres from the gate when 
Windy snorts and rears, waving her front 
hooves in the air. Then Windy turns and 
gallops out into the field. Dad joins Alice. 

Alice looks at Windy, who is nibbling 
on some grass at the far end of the field. 
“This is going to be harder than I thought 
it would be,” Alice says. 

Dad rests his hand on Alice’s shoulder. 
“You got her to walk with you today,” he 
says. “If you make a little progress like 
that every day, before long you’ll have 
Windy going to the barn happily.”

Every morning, Alice tries again. 
Finally, Windy makes it all the way to 
the gate. The next day, Dad stands by 
the gate. Alice and Windy walk toward 
him. When they get close, he opens 
the gate. Windy snorts and stops. Alice 
soothes Windy with her soft voice. “You 
can do it, Windy, I know you can.” Windy 
takes a few more steps toward the open 
barn doors. Alice praises Windy. “You’re 
doing great,” she says. Windy walks into 
the barn and looks around. Alice feeds 
a peppermint to her pony and rubs her 
back. “You did it!” Alice says. 
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Dr Jenner’s Dangerous Experiment
It was the late 1700s. People knew little 

about how the body fought disease. 
Smallpox was spreading. Just the word 
“smallpox” struck fear in people’s 
hearts.

Smallpox was a disease that spread 
quickly among people. At one time, one 
out of every three to four people who 
got smallpox died from it. The disease 
caused high fevers and covered 
people’s faces and bodies with a rash 
of liquid-filled sores. The sores left scabs 
when they dried up. When the scabs 
fell off, they left scars. 

Edward Jenner was a doctor in 
England. At this time, doctors had only 
one way to try to stop or limit the spread 
of smallpox. They took liquid from the 
sores of a person with a mild case of 
smallpox. A doctor then put the liquid 
into a healthy person by scratching the 
person’s arm and rubbing it in. If the 
person got a mild case of smallpox and 
recovered, that person would not get it 
again. Sometimes this worked. However, 
people often died from this. 

In 1788, smallpox hit the small town 
where Dr Jenner lived. There were many 
cattle farms there. Dr Jenner noticed 
the cow-farm workers weren’t dying 
from the disease. He knew many farm 
workers had already had cowpox. Cows 
get cowpox on their skin. It causes sores, 
too, but it is much milder than smallpox. 
Cowpox can spread from cows to 
the people who milk them. Dr.Jenner 
thought that farm workers who had 
already had cowpox were better able 
to fight off smallpox.

A milkmaid named Sarah Nelmes 
visited Dr Jenner on May 1, 1796. She 
had cowpox sores on her hands. Dr. 
Jenner took some of the liquid from the 
sores. 

Dr Jenner talked to a farmer in the 
area. He explained the connection he 
saw between cowpox and smallpox. 
He asked the farmer for permission to 
experiment on the farmer’s eight-year-
old son. The farmer agreed. He hoped 
the experiment would prevent his son 
from getting smallpox. On May 14, Dr 
Jenner made two small cuts in the arm 
of James Phipps. He rubbed the cowpox 
liquid into the cuts. The boy became ill 
with cowpox, but soon he was better.

Then, in July, Dr Jenner repeated his 
actions. However, this time he used 
smallpox liquid. If Dr Jenner’s idea was 
correct, it could save millions of lives. If 
he was wrong, a child could die. But the 
boy did not become ill. This meant that 
Dr Jenner’s idea worked. The cowpox 
stopped James from getting smallpox.

At first, many people didn’t believe 
in Dr Jenner’s smallpox vaccine. Slowly, 
people changed their minds. By 1800, 
the vaccine had reached many other 
countries. Finally, in 1980, the World 
Health Assembly said “the world and its 
peoples” were free from smallpox.
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