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Introduction
What Is Close Reading? 
Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a text. 
When using the strategy, students focus on signifi-
cant details or patterns in order to develop a deep, 
precise understanding of the text. The reader directs 
their attention to the text itself instead of relying on 
background knowledge for comprehension and 
re-reads a text multiple times to look closely at its 
meaning. This strategy is meant to level the playing 
field for students; if everyone has to answer ques-
tions using only information from what they read, 
all should be able to do so equally well. Those who 
have a wealth of background information have less 
of an advantage over those who don’t. Close read-
ing includes the following: 

• Using short passages and excerpts

• Diving right into the text with limited 
pre-reading activities 

• Focusing on the text itself instead of making 
connections to or relying on prior knowledge

• Re-reading deliberately

• Reading with a pencil to mark and make notes 
during reading, including thoughts on interesting 
or exciting parts, questions or other ideas

• Noticing things that are confusing and using fix-
up strategies to make sense of the text (such as 
re-reading or studying pictures or other text fea-
tures)

• Discussing the text with others

• Using Think-Pair-Share or Turn-and-Talk 
frequently

• Working in small groups and as a class

• Responding to text-dependent questions 

Steps in a Close Reading Lesson
Have your students re-read your chosen text several 
times over several days and use the question stems 
on page 3 and the graphic organisers on pages 4–22 
to help students focus their thoughts. 

The following steps are meant to guide you in craft-
ing a lesson that scaffolds students and focuses on 
increasingly complex text-dependent questions. 

1. FIRST READ: Key Ideas and Details
Here you will focus on the most important elements 
of the text – key ideas and details. Set the purpose 
for reading, and have students read text as inde-

pendently as possible. The first read should be done 
without building background knowledge; students 
should be making meaning from the text as they 
read. Focus on the big ideas in the text, making sure 
that readers know the main idea, story elements 
and supporting details. They may use graphic organ-
isers to shape their thinking.

Following the first read, pose a text-dependent 
question (see question stems on page 3), reminding 
students to find evidence from the text to support 
their answers. Then, have students Think-Pair-Share 
to assess what they have gleaned from the text. By 
listening as they share, you can determine how well 
the students understand the big ideas of the text, 
helping you focus future close readings.

2. SECOND READ: Craft and Structure
Here you will focus on how the text works. Use a 
text-dependent question to focus and set a pur-
pose for re-reading. For the second close read, have 
students re-read a section that includes complex el-
ements or ideas that they should explore to arrive at 
a deeper understanding of the text. 

After re-reading, students should discuss the text 
with partners or in small groups, focusing on the au-
thor’s craft and organisational patterns. This may in-
clude vocabulary choices, text structure or text fea-
tures that the author included. Students use graphic 
organisers to record their ideas. After students share 
with partners or in small groups, have groups share 
with the entire class to assess understanding.

3. THIRD READ: Integration of Knowledge 
 and Ideas
Here you will focus on what the text means to the 
reader and how it connects to other experiences. 
This reading of a text should go even deeper, re-
quiring students to synthesise and analyse infor-
mation from several texts or media. This is the 
perfect opportunity for students to relate the text 
they are reading to a theme or another text on a 
similar topic. They may record their ideas on sticky 
notes or graphic organisers. Have students journal 
a response to a text-dependent question. Focus the 
whole-class discussion on finding text evidence to 
support their ideas.
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ElementsStory

Characters

Problem

Setting

Solution

Title
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Be a Word Sleuth!
Word I don’t know So I think the 

word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

The text says

The text says

The text says

The text says
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What’s the Problem?

? ? ? ?? ? ?? ? ?? ? ? ?? ? ? ?

What is the problem faced by 
the character?

How is the problem resolved?

Why does the problem occur?

List three important events relating to the problem.

1

2

3
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Camp and Consequences
Cam stared out the window. His dad 

already knew he was angry about going 
to camp, but Cam figured giving him 
the silent treatment would reinforce the 
message. Camp was the last place Cam 
wanted to go – he wanted to hang out 
with his friends all summer.

However, that was the issue – Cam’s 
dad didn’t like his friends. They got into 
trouble, and more to the point, they got 
Cam in trouble. 

“That’s the last straw,” Cam’s father 
had said in May, when the principal 
called about the boys skipping class. 
His dad had gotten on the Internet that 
night and found a summer camp in 
the mountains. The program at Forest 
View was designed for kids who weren’t 
exactly troublemakers but weren’t 
exactly perfect either. Cam had to 
admit that this sounded a lot like him. But 
he would rather not tell his dad that he 
was probably safer at camp than with 
his classmates.

Or so he thought. Some of the Forest 
View campers were a little rough around 
the edges, such as his cabin mate Aaron. 
He’d been in two fist fights already and 
was placed on kitchen duty for the next 
two weeks. The rules were very clear, and 
so were the consequences if you broke 
them. Cam decided it wasn’t worth it to 
try any forbidden activities.

However, Aaron had come to the 
camp ready to pick a fight with anyone 
in his path. His anger came off him in 
hot waves, and because many other 
kids delighted in conflict, there was 
no shortage of opportunities to fight. 
Aaron had piled up so many demerits 
that he spent more time working off his 
consequences than he did swimming or 
playing sports. 

“So where’s this all getting you?” Cam 
had heard a counsellor ask Aaron. “Every 
time you fight or speak disrespectfully, 
you end up with more consequences. 
You know who gets hurt every single 
time? Aaron.” Cam noticed that Aaron 
was lost in thought.

Later, in the dining hall, another 
camper reached past Aaron to grab the 
last dinner roll just as Aaron was reaching 
for it. Cam winced. Would he blow up?  

There was a long pause. The boy 
crammed the roll in his mouth, practically 
daring Aaron to make the next move.  

Aaron looked around and then 
picked up the empty roll platter. “I’ll go 
ask for more rolls,” he said. “I have some 
connections in the kitchen.” 

There was a surprised silence, then 
laughter all around the table. Aaron 
actually cracked a smile as he sauntered 
toward the kitchen.

Later that night, Cam sent his dad an 
e-mail. He wrote, “I’m starting to like it 
here.” © H
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A Trip through Time: Ancient Egypt

If you could visit any ancient 
civilization, which would you choose? 
You probably know a little about 
ancient Egypt – you have likely seen 
pictures of pyramids. These huge stone 
tombs were built thousands of years 
ago and still stand today. They hold 
the remains of important people who 
died long ago. 

Much of what we know about 
ancient Egypt has been learned 
from studying the contents of these 
pyramids. Historians have also learned 
how to read the language from this 
time. Much of what has been found in 
this language is about the tombs – how 
to bury dead people and what to put 
in the tombs with them, for example. 
Much of old Egyptian writing also 
tells about what the people believed 
happened in the afterlife, which means 
after they died. One famous text found 
by historians is called The Book of the 
Dead.

For a long time, historians felt that 
ancient Egyptians were obsessed, or 
too interested, in death. Much of what 
these historians knew about ancient 
Egypt came from the tomb pyramids 
and the writings about death. It’s easy 
to understand why those who studied 
Egypt believed that the people who 
lived there thought about death more 
than they thought about life.

But were ancient Egyptians really 
obsessed with death? Were historians 
looking at the Egyptians in an accurate 
way? And perhaps more importantly, 
were they giving modern people the 
wrong impression about this ancient 
culture? 

Historians used the information that 
was available to draw conclusions. 
However, it can be a problem to take 
just the available information and 
call it the whole story! Historians were 
studying what was basically a giant 
graveyard, along with a book about 
death and concluding that ancient 
Egyptians were obsessed with death. 
The conclusion was based on only a 
small part of Egyptian history.

Historians eventually began to gather 
more information about the culture 
in Egypt. They worked hard to get a 
better picture of how this civilisation 
lived – not just how they died. Through 
careful study, we have learned that 
the people of ancient Egypt had a 
great love of life. They loved their 
families, good food, and good health. 
In fact, these people loved their lives 
and homes so much that they looked 
at death as a way to keep living. They 
believed death meant going to a 
perfect Egypt, where they would “live” 
happily ever after with friends and 
family. 

As historians learned new information, 
they changed the story of this culture. 
And that changed the way people 
think about Egypt. But just imagine 
how much more complete our view 
of ancient Egypt would be if we could 
travel through time and witness how 
these people lived!
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