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Introduction

What Is Close Reading? 
Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a 
text. When using the strategy, students focus on 
significant details or patterns in order to develop a 
deep, precise understanding of the text. The reader 
directs their attention to the text itself instead of 
relying on background knowledge for compre-
hension and re-reads a text multiple times to look 
closely at its meaning. This strategy is meant to 
level the playing field for students; if everyone has 
to answer questions using only information from 
what they read, all should be able to do so equally 
well. Those who have a wealth of background 
information have less of an advantage over those 
who don’t. Close reading includes the following: 

• Using short passages and excerpts

• Diving right into the text with limited 
pre-reading activities 

• Focusing on the text itself instead of making 
connections to or relying on prior knowledge

• Re-reading deliberately

• Reading with a pencil to mark and make notes 
during reading, including thoughts on interest-
ing or exciting parts, questions or other ideas

• Noticing things that are confusing and using 
fix-up strategies to make sense of the text (such 
as re-reading or studying pictures or other text 
features)

• Discussing the text with others

• Using Think-Pair-Share or Turn-and-Talk 
frequently

• Working in small groups and as a class

• Responding to text-dependent questions 

Steps in a Close Reading Lesson
Have your students re-read your chosen text sev-
eral times over several days and use the question 
stems on page 3 and the graphic organisers on 
pages 4–22 to help students focus their thoughts. 

The following steps are meant to guide you in 
crafting a lesson that scaffolds students and fo-
cuses on increasingly complex text-dependent 
questions. 

1. FIRST READ: Key Ideas and Details
Here you will focus on the most important ele-

ments of the text – key ideas and details. Set the 
purpose for reading, and have students read text 
as independently as possible. The first read should 
be done without building background knowledge; 
students should be making meaning from the text 
as they read. Focus on the big ideas in the text, 
making sure that readers know the main idea, story 
elements and supporting details. They may use 
graphic organisers to shape their thinking.

Following the first read, pose a text-dependent 
question (see question stems on page 3), remind-
ing students to find evidence from the text to sup-
port their answers. Then, have students Think-Pair-
Share to assess what they have gleaned from the 
text. By listening as they share, you can determine 
how well the students understand the big ideas of 
the text, helping you focus future close readings.

2. SECOND READ: Craft and Structure
Here you will focus on how the text works. Use a 
text-dependent question to focus and set a pur-
pose for re-reading. For the second close read, 
have students re-read a section that includes com-
plex elements or ideas that they should explore to 
arrive at a deeper understanding of the text. 

After re-reading, students should discuss the text 
with partners or in small groups, focusing on the 
author’s craft and organisational patterns. This may 
include vocabulary choices, text structure or text 
features that the author included. Students use 
graphic organisers to record their ideas. After stu-
dents share with partners or in small groups, have 
groups share with the entire class to assess under-
standing.

3. THIRD READ: Integration of Knowledge 
 and Ideas
Here you will focus on what the text means to the 
reader and how it connects to other experiences. 
This reading of a text should go even deeper, re-
quiring students to synthesise and analyse infor-
mation from several texts or media. This is the per-
fect opportunity for students to relate the text they 
are reading to a theme or another text on a similar 
topic. They may record their ideas on sticky notes 
or graphic organisers. Have students journal a 
response to a text-dependent question. Focus the 
whole-class discussion on finding text evidence to 
support their ideas.
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Close Reading Practice Book, Year 5
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ElementsStory

Characters

Problem

Setting

Solution

Title
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Be a Word Sleuth!
Word I don’t know So I think the 

word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

The text says

The text says

The text says

The text says
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What’s the Problem?

? ? ? ?? ? ?? ? ?? ? ? ?? ? ? ?

What is the problem faced by 
the character?

How is the problem resolved?

Why does the problem occur?

List three important events relating to the problem.

1

2

3
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Learning the Laces  

“Why do I have to wear this?” Nick 
pointed to the “Trainee” sticker on his 
name tag. It made him uncomfortable 
– he was the only employee in the shop 
wearing one, and it would cause every 
customer to know he was the new guy. 

“It helps when you’re dealing with 
customers. They should know that 
you’re new and not familiar with all the 
procedures,” Jared replied. “Usually 
we have our newbies wear it for two 
weeks, but some employees pick up 
the skills faster and take it off sooner.”

That will be me, Nick thought. I’ll set a 
new record for fastest trainee and get 
rid of this sticker. After all, how difficult 
can selling athletic shoes be? People 
come in, find a pair of shoes they like, 
try them on, and pay for them. Piece 
of cake.

Jared handed Nick a pen and a 
notebook. “This will come in handy.”

“I have an amazing memory,” Nick 
said confidently. He didn’t need to rely 
on written notes to remember how to 
sell shoes – that was for less intelligent 
trainees, not record-setting ones!

Two hours into his shift, Nick was too 
overwhelmed to envision setting any 
kind of record. He was frantically trying 
to keep up with customers – the ones at 
the displays, the ones trying on shoes on 
the benches, and the ones demanding 
to be rung up at the cash register. He’d 
been in Fleet Foot a hundred times – 
why had he never noticed the place 
was a madhouse? There were kids 
running around and knocking things 
off shelves, parents complaining about 
prices and salespeople lacing up shoes 
feverishly. 

Nick groaned under his breath as 
he ran into the stockroom for what 
seemed like the millionth pair of pint-
sized basketball shoes. As he scanned 
the shelves, his heart sank to his feet. 
What had he been searching for? The 
red shoes with black lightning…but 
what size? Or was it the green shoes 
with the white stripes? Nick wracked 
his brain, but he could not remember 
what the family had asked for.

“Terrific,” he said. He looked down at 
his “Trainee” sticker, which seemed to be 
mocking him. Part of him wanted to strip 
the name tag off and fleetly walk out of 
Fleet Foot. But would any other job be 
easier? He’d be the “newbie” again, 
and there would be an adjustment 
period – if he quit and started over, he’d 
never get past that. 

Nick walked back out to the store, 
grabbed the pen and note pad, and 
approached the family on the bench. 
“I’m sorry,” he said quietly. “I forgot 
what shoe you wanted to try on.” He 
held his pen ready.

“No need to apologise,” the dad 
said. “We saw your sticker. Everybody 
needs a little time to learn the ropes 
when starting a new job.”

“Or learn the laces,” the little kid said, 
and Nick grinned down at him. 

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
du

ca
tio

n



43

Close Reading Practice Book, Year 5

© 2019 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781760567675 • TCR7675 This page may be photocopied or reproduced with permission for a single classroom use.

Going, Gone and Found: Geology Studies  

A rock crumbling into smaller pieces – 
that’s not very hard to imagine, is it? And 
it’s certainly not an object you’d need a 
complex vocabulary to describe, right?

A geologist – an earth scientist – 
would answer “wrong” to both of these 
questions. Then they would ask a series of 
different questions, trying to determine 
more about the rock. Why is it crumbling 
into pieces? What forces are acting on 
it? Are the pieces then being moved by 
those forces? If so, where do they end 
up?

To the average person, the crumbling 
rock or patch of earth is not very 
interesting. But to a geologist, rock and 
earth formations are ways to read the 
past, present, and future of an area. 
And this kind of research matters to 
everyone from home-builders to farmers 
to beachgoers. Geologists study 
crumbling rocks and earth to determine 
what’s happening on the surface of our 
planet. 

Going…
The vocabulary of crumbling rocks 

includes weathering. Named for the 
forces that can cause it, weathering 
can be a result of rain, wind or other 
weather events. This is what geologists 
call it when rocks or earth are worn 
away. Weathering causes pieces to 
wear off and fall below the rock or 
earth formation. Other forms of energy 
that cause weathering include ocean 
waves and water currents.

Gone…
When the geologist sees the worn-

off pieces close to the bigger rock or 
section of earth, weathering is the end 
of the story. However, sometimes a 
geologist looks at a rock and discovers 
signs of weathering but doesn’t find the 
worn-off bits nearby. Then, the geologist 
knows that weathering has become 
something else: erosion. The weathered 
pieces have eroded – moved – 
somewhere else. Erosion is the process 
of moving after weathering has taken 
place. 

Found!
The geologist’s next task is to trace 

the path of erosion. Where have the 
worn-off pieces gone? Wind, waves 
or rain may have carried them off to a 
nearby point or a spot far away. When 
the pieces are deposited, or dropped, 
by the forces that carried them off, it is 
called deposition. The scientist will study 
wind and water patterns to determine 
the most likely place for the pieces to 
be found. Now the geologist has the full 
picture of what happened to the rock 
or earth formation. 

Weathering, erosion and deposition 
are important to many people. If you 
plan on building a home along a coast, 
you’ll need to know whether the waves 
can weather, erode and deposit your 
land. Likewise, beaches and farm fields 
can be affected – and even disappear 
– if weathering, erosion and deposition 
occur. © H
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