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Introduction
What Is Close Reading? 
Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a text. 
When using the strategy, students focus on signifi-
cant details or patterns in order to develop a deep, 
precise understanding of the text. The reader directs 
their attention to the text itself instead of relying on 
background knowledge for comprehension and 
re-reads a text multiple times to look closely at its 
meaning. This strategy is meant to level the playing 
field for students; if everyone has to answer ques-
tions using only information from what they read, 
all should be able to do so equally well. Those who 
have a wealth of background information have less 
of an advantage over those who don’t. Close read-
ing includes the following: 

• Using short passages and excerpts

• Diving right into the text with limited 
pre-reading activities 

• Focusing on the text itself instead of making 
connections to or relying on prior knowledge

• Re-reading deliberately

• Reading with a pencil to mark and make notes 
during reading, including thoughts on interest-
ing or exciting parts, questions or other ideas

• Noticing things that are confusing and using 
fix-up strategies to make sense of the text (such 
as re-reading or studying pictures or other text 
features)

• Discussing the text with others

• Using Think-Pair-Share or Turn-and-Talk 
frequently

• Working in small groups and as a class

• Responding to text-dependent questions 

Steps in a Close Reading Lesson
Have your students re-read your chosen text several 
times over several days and use the question stems 
on page 3 and the graphic organisers on pages 4–22 
to help students focus their thoughts. 

The following steps are meant to guide you in craft-
ing a lesson that scaffolds students and focuses on 
increasingly complex text-dependent questions. 

1. FIRST READ: Key Ideas and Details
Here you will focus on the most important elements 
of the text – key ideas and details. Set the purpose 
for reading, and have students read text as inde-

pendently as possible. The first read should be done 
without building background knowledge; students 
should be making meaning from the text as they 
read. Focus on the big ideas in the text, making sure 
that readers know the main idea, story elements 
and supporting details. They may use graphic organ-
isers to shape their thinking.

Following the first read, pose a text-dependent 
question (see question stems on page 3), reminding 
students to find evidence from the text to support 
their answers. Then, have students Think-Pair-Share 
to assess what they have gleaned from the text. By 
listening as they share, you can determine how well 
the students understand the big ideas of the text, 
helping you focus future close readings.

2. SECOND READ: Craft and Structure
Here you will focus on how the text works. Use a 
text-dependent question to focus and set a pur-
pose for re-reading. For the second close read, have 
students re-read a section that includes complex el-
ements or ideas that they should explore to arrive at 
a deeper understanding of the text. 

After re-reading, students should discuss the text 
with partners or in small groups, focusing on the au-
thor’s craft and organisational patterns. This may in-
clude vocabulary choices, text structure or text fea-
tures that the author included. Students use graphic 
organisers to record their ideas. After students share 
with partners or in small groups, have groups share 
with the entire class to assess understanding.

3. THIRD READ: Integration of Knowledge 
 and Ideas
Here you will focus on what the text means to the 
reader and how it connects to other experiences. 
This reading of a text should go even deeper, re-
quiring students to synthesise and analyse infor-
mation from several texts or media. This is the 
perfect opportunity for students to relate the text 
they are reading to a theme or another text on a 
similar topic. They may record their ideas on sticky 
notes or graphic organisers. Have students journal 
a response to a text-dependent question. Focus the 
whole-class discussion on finding text evidence to 
support their ideas.
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ElementsStory

Characters

Problem

Setting

Solution

Title
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Be a Word Sleuth!
Word I don’t know So I think the 

word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

Word I don’t know So I think the 
word means

The text says

The text says

The text says

The text says
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What’s the Problem?

? ? ? ?? ? ?? ? ?? ? ? ?? ? ? ?

What is the problem faced by 
the character?

How is the problem resolved?

Why does the problem occur?

List three important events relating to the problem.

1

2

3
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Jester on the Job
The first day at a new job would have 

made Jeremy nervous no matter what 
the position, but after he donned his 
court jester costume and took his spot 
at the front gate of the renaissance fair, 
he felt his courage desert him. What 
had he been thinking? Everyone always 
told him how hilarious and outgoing he 
was, so the job of greeting people as a 
jester seemed like a perfect fit. But now 
he seriously questioned whether he was 
qualified.

In fact, the idea was suddenly as 
uncomfortable as the pointed shoes 
he was wearing. He watched as visitors 
parked their cars and slowly made their 
way up the hill toward the gates of the 
fair – and towards him. It was his job to 
tease them – but without being mean 
or disrespectful. When he’d watched 
the other jesters at work during training, 
it had appeared straightforward. One 
of the other jesters had advised him to 
find something harmless to joke about, 
like a sports team logo on a shirt. If 
someone was carrying an umbrella on 
a sunny day, tease him about being 
a pessimist. If a child was complaining 
about spending the day participating in 
renaissance activities, say, “How do you 
think I feel, kid? I have to live in this era!” 
The trick was to be humorous without 
getting too personal. 

As the first group of fair-goers 
approached, Jeremy cleared his 
throat nervously. He examined them 
for potential sources of humour, and, 
at the same time, he noted topics to 
avoid. The mum and dad were carrying 
a picnic basket between them and the 
kids were dressed in knight costumes. 
The dad had very thick glasses on, but a 
joke about that might be offensive. The 
mum looked tired and a little frazzled – 

he decided to ignore that as well. She 
might be having a hard day or be going 
through a difficult time.

Jeremy stepped forward to greet 
the family. “Aha!” he called to the 
little knights. “The mighty knights 
have returned from their quest with 
their treasure! What could it be?” He 
got closer and examined the picnic 
basket. “It seems heavy! It must be 
gold, plundered from the…” He faked 
disappointment. “Wait. What’s that 
smell? Could it really be peanut butter? 
That was your quest?” The kids grinned 
at him and giggled, and the mum 
smiled halfheartedly.

“It is heavy,” she said wearily.

“I’ll gladly take it off your hands,” 
Jeremy offered, suddenly fully embracing 
his role. “Lunch is a long ways away, 
and it'll be leftover mutton.” 

The dad laughed appreciatively. 
“Food fit for a…”

“Jester!” Jeremy finished. 

As the family ventured into the fair, 
Jeremy heard the mum chuckling. 
Brightening someone’s day, even for a 
moment, gave him a satisfied feeling. 
Without a trace of nervousness, he 
moved on to the next family. 

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
du

ca
tio

n



42

Close Reading Practice Book, Year 6

TCR7682 • 9781760567682 • © 2019 Hawker Brownlow EducationThis page may be photocopied or reproduced with permission for a single classroom use.

It’s a Jungle Out There: Plant Diversity in the Rain Forest

Tangles of vines wind up large tree 
trunks. Tree roots grow above ground, 
making room for other plants to spread. 
From the ground, the sky above the 
rain forest can barely be seen because 
of the plants and trees growing in this 
densely packed jungle. 

Rain forests cover only about six 
percent of the earth’s land surface, but 
they are home to more than half of the 
plant species that we know of. Botanists 
are certain that more amazing plants 
are waiting to be discovered within 
these deep forests.

Botanists divide known plants into 
types based on how they grow and find 
nutrients. Epiphytes and carnivorous 
plants are two of the more captivating 
categories.

Epiphytes
Commonly known as air plants, 

epiphytes are good examples of how 
plants in the rain forest find creative 
ways to thrive. An air plant doesn’t 
need its roots buried in soil to get 
nutrition. Its roots are exposed because 
it grows on another plant or tree. An 
epiphyte gathers food and water from 
particles in the atmosphere of the rain 
forest. Typical air plants don’t cause 
damage to their “host” plants – they 
just get support from the larger plant as 
they grow. Some mosses and orchids 
are epiphytes.

A subcategory of epiphytes is 
strangler plants. Plants such as the 
strangler fig are rain forest species 
that do damage their hosts. They 
prefer light conditions, so they creep 
up along tree trunks and branches. As 
their tendrils grow up, their roots grow 

lower. Eventually the plant kills the tree 
by cutting off its root system’s access to 
food and water. Then it uses the hollow 
dead tree for support as it continues to 
grow. 

Carnivorous Plants
These meat-eating plants don’t get 

all their nutrients from the soil or from 
the atmosphere, like other plants. 
Carnivorous plants include the Venus 
flytrap, which traps insects inside its 
leaves, and pitcher plants, which 
collect insects inside their “pitchers”. 
The insects are “eaten” by the plants 
as they are broken down in digestive 
juices. Small animals can even fall 
in the pitchers of bigger plants and 
become a meal.   

The diversity as well as the number 
of plants in the rain forest shows that 
these species have evolved to not 
only survive, but thrive, in this unique 
ecosystem.

Rain Forests by the Numbers
90 000: Identified species of plants 
growing in rain forests

30 000: Scientists’ guess of how many 
undiscovered plants are “hiding” in 
rain forests 

20–33: Average temperature range 
(in degrees celsius) of the world’s 
rain forests

2540: Average amount (in millimetres) 
of rainfall in the world’s rain forests
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