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Author’s Note

Technology is amazing. It makes our lives easier and more effi cient. Just think of how library 
automation has made cataloguing books and searching for titles faster and more effective!

Most professional journals point out that students live in a world of technology that we digital 
immigrants may never understand. We have all read the research that shows how technology 
engages today’s students in a way that traditional education cannot. Using the internet and 
online tools can greatly enhance your library program and help you meet the needs of today’s 
students.

I have attended professional development where I learned tons of great Web 2.0 tools, but then 
went home to ask myself, “How can I use these tools in the library?”

It is my goal in this book to give you great technology tools that will enhance your library 
program. Considering the many things you have to do in the library, the activities in this book 
will try to make those things more effective and effi cient.  No one wants to add more work to 
their already full days. I hope these activities can simply replace activities you already spend 
time doing, but with a technology medium. 

I hope this book gives you some Web 2.0 tools and solutions for program administration, 
advocacy, book promotion, and librarian/teacher collaboration.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Shafer 
jennifer@jenlibrarian.com

Please remember that the internet is a dynamic and ever-changing place. At any time, sites 
will change their format and navigation. When this book was written the following instructions 
matched the websites featured.
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Wordle

Wordle is a fun site that lets you create word clouds using several different methods. According 
to the website, these word clouds can be used in any way the creator wants, including adding 
them to blogs and web pages, printing them on pamphlets and t-shirts, and whatever else you 
can think of to do with it.

• Navigate to www.wordle.net.

• To create a Wordle from a block of text, click the link: 

• The fi rst option is to copy text from another source 
and paste it in the text box.

• Select Go.
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• This is the Wordle created from pasting the words of the Australian national anthem.

• The size of the text in the word cloud is determined by the number of times the word 
appears in the pasted text.

• To change the colours, fonts and form of the word cloud, select 
the Randomize button under the cloud.

• Select Randomize as many times as you like until you fi nd a word cloud with the 
format, font and colours that suit your needs.
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Animoto

Animoto is a website that provides access to a brilliant video creation tool. Sign up is free, 
but you are limited to 30 second videos with the free account. To create longer videos, there 
is a small annual fee. However, as of this writing, Animoto has a free educator account that a 
teacher or librarian can apply for. Visit http://animoto.com/education to apply for an education 
account. The education account is comparable to the paid account, but there is no cost. A 
premium membership is also available for a larger fee.

Before beginning your Animoto project, collect images and create text slides to use in your 
video. Since we are making a promotional video for the library, take pictures of your library 
with a digital camera. Remember that if you include students in your pictures for the video you 
will need to follow your school’s policy on getting parental permission for using student images. 
In addition to the pictures, create text slides that advertise your program, collection and staff 
using PowerPoint.

Text – Using PowerPoint to Create Text Slides as JPEGs

• Open the Microsoft PowerPoint program from the Start menu on your computer.

• A new project will automatically open with a single slide. 

PC MAC
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Voki

Voki allows the user to create avatars with audio for your library website or blog. Different 
backgrounds and characters can be designed to create a realistic or fantasy avatar that speaks. 
Audio input gives the user the choice to call in and record a vocal message, use a microphone 
or type a message for the computer to generate.

• Navigate to www.voki.com.

• Either login or register for a Voki account.

• Once you have logged in, select Create A New Voki.© H
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Glogster

Glogster is a fun site that lets the user create interactive posters. You can add images, text 
messages and video to demonstrate understanding of class content, create a scrapbook of 
library activities, or make a book promotion tool using book trailers.

To create the book trailer Glog you will need some book trailers. If you have some you 
have made, use them for this project. Don’t have any book trailers of your own? Visit www.
booktrailersforall.com which is a sharing site for trailers created by librarians, teachers, 
students, publishers and even the authors themselves. Download and save the trailers you wish 
to use in your Glog to your computer.

• Navigate to www.glogster.com.

• Register for a Glogster account. 

• Once logged in, select Create New Glog.

• A new Glog will open with a magnet tool for editing the Glog.
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SurveyMonkey

Every year school librarians across the country print surveys and hand them out to their 
teachers to get feedback on improving the library collection, resource planning needs and other 
necessary input for library programming. Instead of wasting all that time, paper and toner, 
create your annual survey using SurveyMonkey and send the link to your teachers for them to 
complete. 

• Navigate to www.surveymonkey.com.

• Create a free account or sign in if you have an account already.

• Begin creating a survey in three easy steps.

• Type your title in the Survey Title fi eld.

• Click Create Survey button.
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Blogger

A great way to provide information and resources to a large audience is through a blog. Post a 
message for your library patrons to read about happenings in the library or new arrivals. Blogs 
allow the user to post videos, images and embed code so this is also a great place to put a 
Wordle, Voki or Animoto video.

• Navigate to www.blogger.com.

• Blogger uses your Google account so use that access 
information to setup your Blogger account.

• If you do not have a Google account, follow these prompts to create one.

• You will see your dashboard. I already have a blog setup which is why you see Jen, the 
Librarian in the centre of the screen.
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