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The 85 Lesson Launchers series is a wonderful way to turn extra classroom 

minutes into valuable learning time. Use the 85 quick activities at the beginning 

of class to focus students on instruction; near the end of class to make good 

use of transitional time; in the middle of class to shift gears between lessons – 

or whenever you have minutes that now go unused. 85 Lesson Launchers are a 

natural lead-in to more in-depth activities.

85 Lesson Launchers are easy to use for extra credit points or to check your 

students’ skills as they are acquired and built over time.

85 Lesson Launchers are a convenient and useful supplement to your 

regular class lessons, Make every minute count!

Introduction
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What Are They Doing?

An action verb shows that an action is taking place.

Examples: Andy paints a picture.  Samantha eats pizza for lunch.

Read the sentences below. Find the action verb and write it on the line next to 

the sentence.

1. Jake walked to school.  

2. Christine rides her bike.  

3. Ross swims in the lake.  

4. Anthony jumped up from his desk. 

5. The girls watched television. 

6. The cat pounced on the mouse. 

7. Josh scored a goal.  

8. Mrs Jones read the book to us. 

9. Ben talks all the time.  

10. The dog licked my face.  
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Make It Plural!

You know that some verbs are singular and some are plural. One easy way to 

make a singular verb into a plural verb is by dropping the s at the end of the 

verb.

Examples:  Jenny reads a ll the time.

(The singular form of the verb has an s.)

Students read a ll the time.

(The plural form does not have an s.)

Read the following sentences. Change each verb in bold letters from singular to 

plural. Write the plural form of the verb on the line.

1. Kate plays tennis every Thursday. 

2. Paul eats hot dogs for lunch every day. 

3. My cat sleeps on my bed.   

4. Kim’s bird talks to her!   

5. Mr Cobbett writes on the board during class.  

6. Our dog swims in the lake.  

7. Susie walks to school.    

8. Thomas always listens during class. 

9. That cake looks delicious!   

10. My hair grows really fast.   
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Luck o’ the Irish

The f irst letter of the f irst word in every sentence should always be capitalised. 

Lots of other words need to be capitalised, too! We capitalise months, days of 

the week and holidays. We also capitalise the names of particular places and 

people. We capitalise the names of pets, too!

Read the following story. Circle the words in the story that should be capitalised 

and write the capital letters above them. If a word is capitalised and it shouldn’t 

be, cross it out and write the lowercase letter above it.

A Green Day!

Every march my family gathers together. because we are a large irish family, 

17 March is a very special Day for us. why? it is special because 17 march 

is st patrick ’s day! our family dresses in green Clothing and dances to Irish 

music. my little cousin, bridget, performs irish step dancing for us. my 

aunt colleen makes Corned Beef and cabbage. my mother even makes green 

mashed potatoes! My uncle Reilly makes irish soda bread, an irish tradition. 

someday I hope to go to ireland and celebrate st patrick ’s day there!
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Practice Makes Perfect! Full stop.

Full stops have many uses. Not only do they come at the ends of sentences, but 

they are also used with some abbreviations. Abbreviations consist of the f irst 

letter of a word, and some other letters in the word, but not the last letter.

We use abbreviations all the time.

Examples:  Paragraph = para.

Wednesday = Wed.

If the abbreviation comes at the end of the sentence, only use one full stop.

Draw a line from each word on the left to its abbreviation on the right.

1. Figure     Prof.

2. Honourable    Esp.

3. Reverend    Adj.

4. Julia Gillard    Fig.

5. Park Avenue    Mon.

6. Professor    Hon.

7. Especially    Dec.

8. Monday     J.G.

9. December    Rev.

10. Adjective    Park Ave.
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