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The 85 Lesson Launchers series is a wonderful way to turn extra classroom 

minutes into valuable learning time. Use the 85 quick activities at the beginning 

of class to focus students on instruction; near the end of class to make good 

use of transitional time; in the middle of class to shift gears between lessons – 

or whenever you have minutes that now go unused. 85 Lesson Launchers are a 

natural lead-in to more in-depth activities.

85 Lesson Launchers are easy to use. Simply photocopy the day’s activity 

and distribute it. Or, make a transparency of the activity and project it on the 

board. Use the activities for extra credit points or to check your students’ skills 

as they are acquired and built over time.

85 Lesson Launchers are a convenient and useful supplement to your 

regular class lessons. Make every minute count!

Introduction
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A Fitting Subject

Some verbs are singular, and some are plural. It depends on whether their 

subject is singular or plural.

Below is a list of verbs. If the verb is singular, write it in the Singular column. If 

the verb is plural, write it in the Plural column. (Hint: Think about what type 

of subject would be paired up with the verb. An easy way is to put he or they 

before the verb. If he f its with the verb, it is singular. If they f its with the verb, 

it is plural.) One of each has been done for you.

read drinks jump sits reads

write hears walk draw walks

play look tastes ride listen

looks smells sit talks swims

1. Singular     2. Plural

      sits                                        read                               
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Don’t Forget to Punctuate!

Some punctuation marks come at the end of a sentence. These punctuation 

marks show us where one sentence ends and another begins. One type of 

punctuation mark is a full stop.

Examples:  I love to go to the beach in the summer.

It is so nice to feel the sand between my toes.

If we didn’t have full stops, it would be very hard to read! We wouldn’t know 

where one sentence ended and another began. Read the following story and add 

a full stop to the end of each sentence. Read carefully!

Animals at the Shore

Lots of animals live at the shore You can sometimes f ind them by looking 

in the sand Starf ish often wash up on the beach It is a good way to observe 

them There are many kinds of animals with shells in the sand, too Some 

shells are empty, but some have little sea creatures living in them Shellf ish 

include mussels, clams and crabs Sea birds, like gulls and osprey, live at the 

shore, too You can see them f lapping their wings or swooping down on f ish 

they f ind in the ocean Whales and dolphins can sometimes be spotted from 

the beach When they come up for air and glide through water, they can 

often be seen The shore is a great place to visit to enjoy wildlife
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Make a Series

Commas are used to make ideas clear in a sentence. Commas can be used to 

separate words in a series. A series is a number of things that are connected 

to one another in a certain way. Note that in Australian English we don’t use 

commas before the last item in a series – i.e. before the and .

Examples:  My favourite ice-cream f lavours are chocolate, strawberry and 

fudge swirl.

 Ben, Rosa and Carla like chocolate-chip ice-cream the most.

 ( The words in italics are the items that make up the series. They 

are connected by commas.)

Use the words below to write two sentences. For each sentence, choose three 

words that are related in some way. Be sure to use commas to separate words in 

a series. The f irst one has been done for you.

Edmund Barton lakes purple

rivers Brazil John Gorton

red ponds birds

Alfred Deakin blue planes

Scotland clouds England

1.   Emily’s shirt is red, blue and purple.                                                                                            

2. 
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Super Subjects

Every sentence has a subject. A subject is who or what the sentence is about.

Example: Jack likes to play soccer.

 (  Who likes to play soccer? Jack

Jack is the subject of the sentence.)

Circle the subject in each of the following sentences. If you get confused, 

remember to ask yourself who or what the sentence is about.

1. The hungry dog barked all day long.

2. The sun has been shining all week.

3. Carl loves to read.

4. I am afraid of thunderstorms!

5. The little f ish swam out from under the rock.

6. The grass in my yard is very green.

7. Australia is a great place in which to live.

8. Abby, my best friend, is going to Australia on holiday.

9. Summer is my favourite time of year!

10. Mr Magus mowed his lawn yesterday.© H
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