
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 9 September 2020 
10.00 am–3.30 pm 

 
Help engage your students in meaningful remote learning 

Register at: www.hbe.com.au/remote-learning-virtual-institute.html 

Agenda 
 

 

10.00–11.00 am 
Introduction and keynote 
Gavin Grift  
Five Ways to think your way through challenging times 

11.00–11.15 am Break 

11.15 am–12.00 pm Breakouts 
See list of breakouts on Page 2  

12.00–12.45 pm Break 

12.45–1.30 pm Breakouts 
See list of breakouts on Page 2  

1.30–1.45 pm Break 
 

1.45–2.30 pm 
Keynote 
Paul J. Cancellieri and William M. Ferriter 
Planning for uncertainty: How collaborative teams can ensure 
learning for all in hybrid environments 

2.30–2.45 pm Break 

2.45–3.30 pm Panel Discussion 
Presenters and teacher practitioners provide practical answers to your 
most pressing questions  

 

 

 

Completing the Remote Learning Virtual Institute will contribute  
5 hours of NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) Registered 
PD addressing 1.5.2, 2.3.2, 2.6.2. 3.4.2, 5.1.2, 5.3.2 and 6.2.2 from 
the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers towards 
maintaining Proficient Teacher Accreditation in NSW. 

 

Agenda subject to change. 

http://www.hbe.com.au/remote-learning-virtual-institute.html
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Breakout Sessions 
 

All times are listed in Australian Eastern Time. 

 

Session 1 
11.15 am–12.00 pm 

Paul J Cancellieri 
Using digital tools to create meaningful learning opportunities for 
students 
Live chat facilitated by Sonya MacKenzie 

William M Ferriter Delivering content in a remote learning environment 
Live chat facilitated by Gavin Grift 

Amy Gluck 
Meeting the needs of students with disabilities in a remote 
learning environment 
Live chat facilitated by Dr Janelle Wills 

Jacquie Heller Supporting primary learners in a remote learning environment 
Live chat facilitated by Janelle McGann 

 
 

Session 2  
12.45–1.30 pm 

Paul J Cancellieri 
What does ‘meaningful feedback to students’ look like in a 
remote environment?  
Live chat facilitated by Janelle McGann 

Cassandra Erkens Assessing mastery in a remote learning environment 
Live chat facilitated by Gavin Grift 

William M Ferriter Differentiating learning in a remote learning environment 
Live chat facilitated by Sonya MacKenzie 

Chris Jakicic 
Working with your collaborative team to identify essential 
standards  
Live chat facilitated by Dr Janelle Wills 
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Keynote Session Descriptions 

Keynotes 
 

Gavin Grift  

Five Ways to think your way through challenging times  
Educators are experiencing pressure like never before, whether at home or in the classroom. Suddenly, it's 
difficult to stay on top of the day-to-day of teaching, let alone dealing with a stressful environment that 
has impacted all of us. 
 
Even though we love our work, when a crisis arises –  either on a global scale or at a personal level – it can 
be hard to focus, find clarity and figure out a path forward. In this keynote, Gavin will help you develop the 
thinking – the clarity, confidence and motivation – that will help you to navigate all the challenges 
educating through a pandemic can bring. 
 

Paul J Cancellieri and William M Ferriter 

Creating lessons that straddle online and in-person learning 
Many students and teachers faced a swift and unexpected transition this year from a traditional face-to-
face classroom to an entirely online remote learning environment. Given the ongoing global health crisis, 
the next school year may include periods of in-person learning as well as remote learning, perhaps with 
little or no notice of when those transitions will take place.  

The ideal way for educators to plan for this uncertainty is to create instructional experiences that bridge 
the two environments, allowing for a seamless flow from one mode of learning to the other.  In this 
keynote presentation, educators Paul J Cancellieri and William M Ferriter share the philosophies and 
instructional strategies teachers can use to create such a learning environment.
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Breakout session descriptions 
 
 
Paul J Cancellieri 

What does ‘meaningful feedback to students’ look like in a remote environment 
If there has been a silver lining to the changes made in education during the COVID-19 pandemic, it is 
that schools are being forced to rethink traditional assessment practices. Aware of the fact that home 
learning environments are often anything but equitable for students, teachers have been urged to 
abandon traditional grading. In its place, many teachers are focusing on providing students with 
meaningful feedback on the progress that they are making towards mastery. In this session, participants 
will learn what 'meaningful feedback' looks like and discover simple tools and strategies that learning 
teams can develop together to empower their students as partners in the assessment process. 

 

Using digital tools to create meaningful learning opportunities for students 
Over the past decade, teachers have seen dozens and dozens of digital tools. Branded with clever names 
like SeeSaw, Kahoot, Padlet and Flipgrid, each product tries to capture our attention and to build a critical 
mass of users. The challenge for teachers, then, isn’t finding new digital tools worth exploring, rather the 
challenge is figuring out which tools can create meaningful learning opportunities for students. In this 
session, participants will explore four tools that can successfully engage learners, whether they are 
learning from home or working in your classroom. 

 
William M Ferriter 

Differentiating learning in a remote learning environment 
Whether they are learning in our classrooms or learning from home, all students come to class with a 
unique set of strengths and weaknesses – and the goal of every collaborative team should be to help all 
students learn at the highest levels. That means collaborative teams need to deliberately design activities 
that provide access to differentiated learning opportunities for students working from home or in the 
classroom. In this session, participants will discover three different strategies for differentiating 
instruction in a remote learning environment. 

Delivering content in a remote learning environment 
Delivering content to students is one of the key responsibilities of a classroom teacher. Whether we are 
showing a video, telling a story, giving a lecture, or leading a review session, a major part of our job is 
sharing information with the kids in our classrooms. Accomplishing that task with students who are 
working from home and juggling all of the responsibilities and distractions that entails, however, requires 
a new set of content delivery skills. In this session, participants will learn several tips and tricks for 
delivering content to students in synchronous or asynchronous remote learning lessons.



5 Hawker Brownlow Education — Remote learning virtual institute 2020 

 
 

 
Chris Jakicic 
Working with your collaborative team to identify essential standards 
Learning teams in professional learning communities have always worked together to identify essential 
skills unit-by-unit throughout their curriculum. Doing so ensured that every student had access to a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum. Those decisions, however, become even more important in a remote 
learning environment. It is simply not possible to deliver the same amount of instruction to students 
who are learning at home. In this session, participants will learn how to use evidence – assessment 
results, surveys of teachers at previous grade levels – to identify a small handful of 'need to knows' that 
you can focus your instruction on. 

Cassandra Erkens 
Assessing mastery in a remote learning environment 
Whether they are working in a school filled with students or teaching remotely, the goal of teachers in a 
Professional Learning Community at Work® is to ensure that every child masters the essential outcomes 
identified in their guaranteed and viable curriculum. Assessing mastery, however, becomes increasingly 
difficult when students are learning remotely as teachers lose a valuable source of information: their 
observations of student performance. In this session, participants will discover different strategies to 
establish with colleagues what 'mastery' looks like and how to assess mastery of work completed by 
students who are not in the classroom. 

Jacquie Heller 
Supporting primary learners in a remote learning environment 
There is no doubt that the teachers who have struggled the most with the shift to remote learning are 
the teachers of primary aged students. F–2 students have not yet mastered the independent learning 
skills necessary to self-direct their learning at home. But the content and skills learned by students in 
years F-2 are foundational for success, both in school and in later life. That means the work done by 
primary learning teams is arguably more important than the work done by teachers of older students in 
a remote learning environment. In this session, participants will explore tips and tricks for making 
remote learning more meaningful for younger students. 

 

Amy Gluck 
Meeting the needs of students with disabilities in a remote learning environment 
One of the challenges teachers and schools face during the COVID-19 pandemic is meeting the needs of 
students with disabilities. In many cases, those needs went unmet because teachers and schools could not 
imagine what productive solutions to that challenge looked like. But schools have a legal and a moral 
obligation to meet the needs of every child – including those with disabilities – no matter where they are 
learning from. In this session, participants will explore a set of best practices for creating meaningful 
remote learning experiences for students with disabilities. 
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