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Summary  

Use the hundreds of open-ended higher-level thinking questions in this book to venture beyond the basic 
facts of social studies. Watch as your students voyage into a whole new realm of thinking and learning. The 
book includes intriguing questions for sixteen of the most popular social studies topics and themes including: 
culture, current events, explorers, government, historical characters, historical events, First Australians and 
more!  

Stretch the many facets of your students’ minds with these thought-provoking questions: ‘What do you think 
would happen if parliament tried to establish an official religion? What does your culture have in common 
with this culture? Australia wasn’t discovered, it was stolen from the First Australians: do you agree or 
disagree?’ Questions are provided in convenient reproducible question card format, perfect for the engaging 
cooperative questioning activities provided. It also includes reproducible prompts for journal writing and 
activities for student-generated questions. Simultaneously explore social studies in depth and promote 
higher-level thinking!  

This book includes: 

• sixteen social studies concepts including Australian constitution cultural geography, current events, 
explorers, historical characters and more 

• questions in convenient reproducible question card format, perfect for engaging cooperative 
questioning and analytical thinking 

• over 100 question starters to engage students’ thinking skills 
• reproducible prompts for journal writing and activities for student-generated questions. 

 



 

 

Other resources  

• Higher-level thinking questions: Personal & social skills (KAN3004) 

• Higher-level thinking questions: Biology (KAN3028) 

• Mental models for social studies/history grades 6–12 (AHA6453) 

• Engaging minds in social studies classrooms: The surprising power of joy (113022) 

• Standards-based social studies: Graphic organisers, rubrics & writing prompts for middle years 
students (INA3476) 
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