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Summary 

Every teacher of reading plays a vital role in helping to catch those readers for whom learning to read 
does not come easily. If you have ever been at a loss for what to say and do when confronted with a 
child who struggles, this book is for you. 

Using examples from both adults and children, the authors explain and describe the complex integrated 
network of strategies that takes place in the minds of proficient readers - strategies that struggling 
readers have to learn in order to construct their own reading processes. The examples and scenarios of 
teacher/student interactions in Catching Readers Before They Fall provide a sense of how it looks and 
what it sounds like to teach strategic actions to struggling readers. 

This book is essential reading for all who work with struggling readers in any context and contains a 
wealth of resources: 

• A thorough explanation of all the sources of information readers use to solve words, including 
examples of what beginning or struggling readers might do and how teachers can respond. 

• Ways in which teachers can prompt struggling readers to use skills and strategies effectively. 
• Lessons that model how to use the sources of information and how to teach for strategies, such 

as checking and confirming, visualising, questioning, inferring and others. 
• Ways to obtain ongoing assessment data consistent with strategy teaching and suggestions for 

organisation and management. 
• Practical answers to commonly asked questions from parents. 

Pat Johnson and Katie Keier will help you acquire a bounty of teaching ideas to employ as you work 
with your readers who struggle. 
 
Other Resources  
• The Daily 5: Fostering Literacy Independence in the Primary Years, Second Edition (SHP3721) 
• The CAFE Book: Engaging All Students in Daily Literacy Assessment and Instruction (SHP3684) 
• In Defence of Read-Aloud: Sustaining Best Practice (SHP8115) 
• Growing Readers: Units of Study in the Primary Classroom (SHP8078) 


