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Summary  
 

When teaching reading, educators often focus exclusively on skills instruction. But how can you teach 

the “skill” without the “will”? In his new book, Igniting a Passion for Reading, Steven Layne shows 

teachers how to develop readers who not only are motivated to read great books but who also love 

reading in its own right. Packed with practical ways to engage and inspire readers from Foundation 
Year to high school, this book is a must-have on every teacher’s professional bookshelf. 

 

In this book, overflowing with practical strategies and “From the Trenches” anecdotes, Steven Layne – 

well known for his award-winning children’s books and young adult novels, as well as for powerful 
key-note speeches he’s delivered across the US and around the world – offers teachers everywhere a 

plan for engaging even the most reluctant reader. From detailed preview lessons and book shopping to 

reading lounges and “status of the class” sessions, this book will help schools create a vibrant reading 

culture. The book also includes reminiscences from many of today’s well-known children’s and young 
adult authors – Mem Fox, Steven Kellogg, Sharon Draper, Candace Fleming, Eric Rohmann, Neal 

Shusterman, Joan Bauer and more – about the teacher or librarian who ignited their passion for 

reading. 

 
Written with humour, grace and poignancy, Igniting a Passion for Reading will have a profound effect 

on the teaching of reading in classrooms all over the world. 
 

Other Resources  
 

 Life’s Literacy Lessons: Stories and Poems for Teachers (SHP7439) 

 In Defence of Read-Aloud: Sustaining Best Practice (SHP8115) 

 Teaching Reading in the Content Areas: If Not Me, Then Who? 3rd Edition (112024) 

 How the Brain Learns to Read, Second Edition (CO7472) 

 Read, Write, Lead: Breakthrough Strategies for Schoolwide Literacy Success (113016) 

 Guided Reading: A How-to for All Year Levels (CO7505) 
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