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Summary  

Discover how education innovations can produce astonishing results in student success both in and out of 
school. The educators featured in this book were motivated by the conviction that even the best status quo 
education was not serving current student needs. They responded with radical changes that tap into recent 
ideas about educational transformation: personalisation, student-driven curriculum, student agency and co-
ownership of learning direction, school-sheltered student entrepreneurship, student-led civic projects, 
creativity education and product-oriented learning. Readers will find carefully researched and detailed stories 
of on-the-ground models where students learn empathy, cooperation, creativity and self-management 
alongside rigorous academics. Together these stories provide insight into the process of innovation and the 
elements that can make change successful. An education crisis is a terrible thing to waste will inspire 
educators in ordinary situations to take extraordinary actions toward a new paradigm of education in which 
all students can flourish. 

Book features: 

• real-life stories of students, teachers, school principals and school networks that have made radical 
innovations in education 

• cutting-edge innovations that took place in a broad range of schools – public and private, elementary to 
high school 

• specific strategies and tactics educators can use to counter preconceived or real concerns that prevent 
them from taking action to change. 

Other resources  

• The learning landscape: How to increase learner agency and become a lifelong learner (HB6128) 
• Leading and creating powerful learning relationships: A whole-school community approach, revised 

edition (HB7649) 



 

 

• Personalised learning in a PLC at Work: Student agency through the four critical  
questions (SOT7446) 
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