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Introduction

The following key features of the CIBS-II Standardised facilitate identifying
standardised scores, present level of performance and instructional needs.
• The Standardised Record Book provides a recording system that is
ongoing, specific, graphic and easily communicated.
• The Standardised Scoring Sheets, included in the Standardised Record
Book, provide a concise review of the student’s performance. There is
one for the Readiness assessments, one for Readiness supplemental
assessments and one for Year One to Year Six assessments.
• Each assessment includes a prewritten IEP objective statement.
• Correlations to the BRIGANCE Readiness Activities are available for
assessments in the Readiness section.
• The Standardisation and Validation Manual provides information on
deriving standardised scores, as well as details on the validity and
reliability of the CIBS-II Standardised assessments.

OVERVIEW
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The BRIGANCE® Comprehensive Inventory of Basic Skills II Standardised, or
CIBS-II Standardised, is a selection of 45 key assessments from the CIBS-II
Reading/English and CIBS-II Mathematics that have been newly standardised
in 2010. The CIBS-II Standardised includes valid, reliable and well-researched
readiness, reading/English and mathematics assessments, and year-level
placement tests that have been validated on students 5 to 13 years of age.
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With all of these features, the complete CIBS-II Standardised can help special
education teachers and program directors
• derive standardised scores, including quotients, percentiles, year
equivalents and age equivalents.
• support referrals for further evaluation or special services, or confirm
a diagnosis.
• assess school readiness by tapping predictors of school success.
• provide an appropriate assessment system that aligns with their
curriculum and that gathers data on students’ progress.
• track and report individual and group progress
• meet inclusion goals by determining present levels of academic
achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP), areas of strength
and need, and instructional objectives.
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The norm-referenced assessments and year-level placement tests in the
CIBS-II Standardised allow educators to benchmark performance, identify
delays in specific academic areas and support referrals. Special educators can
also address standardised reporting requirements, with easy-to-follow
administrator instructions and simple scoring procedures. The CIBS-II
Standardised produces year equivalents, age equivalents, percentiles and
quotients in the following areas of achievement.
• Oral Expression
• Listening Comprehension
• Written Expression
• Basic Reading Skills
• Reading Comprehension
• Maths Calculation
• Maths Problem Solving

ow

The CIBS-II Standardised is divided into two sections – Readiness and Year One
to Year Six – that offer a range of information on students’ academic skill levels
as demonstrated under real-life, everyday conditions.
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Standardisation and Validation

Standardisation means that:
• the directions for scoring and administration have been field-tested
and are clear enough so that the assessment can be administered
in the same way by different examiners.
• the assessment has been administered to many students who
represent different geographic regions and demographic
characteristics of populations as a whole.
• the parents of children in the standardisation sample represent the
wider population in terms of educational attainment, income levels
and other demographic characteristics.
• it is the collective performance of the representative sample that
serves as the test’s norms.
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Built on more than twenty years of research and experience in child
development, the CIBS-II Standardised is a highly accurate, reliable and valid
assessment tool. Selected assessments from the CIBS-II were standardised
and validated on a representative U.S. geographic, demographic and
socioeconomic sample. Teachers can confidently compare any student to the
sample group to help set goals that focus on academic success.
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For detailed information about the 2010 standardisation and validation study,
see Chapters 6–8 of the CIBS-II Standardisation and Validation Manual.

Standardisation and Validation
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• excellent alternative-forms reliability.
• standard errors of measurement that can be used to determine
instructional ranges and to guide appropriate curricular materials for
individualised instruction.

7

The following summary of test validation of the CIBS-II Standardised is a
result of the 2010 standardisation of the CIBS-II assessments and its
comparison to other major test measures.
• Test content is supported by extensive reviews of developmental and
academic scope and sequence studies.
• The CIBS-II Standardised factor structure is confirmed for both the
Readiness and First-Year to Sixth-Year assessments.
• Substantial evidence reveals an appropriate lack of variance at the
item level.
• Correlations with external variables reveal that CIBS-II Standardised
assessments are correlated with achievement tests including major
achievement tests, individually administered diagnostic achievement
tests and intelligence measures.
• The CIBS-II Standardised scores show expected differences in groups
such as students receiving special education services, students
receiving speech or language therapy, and students involved in gifted
programs.
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The CIBS-II Standardised is a highly reliable tool. The overall scaled scores
and composites have
• outstanding internal consistency.
• a high degree of inter-rater and test-retest reliability with expected
performance differences in young children and on certain tasks
known to be less than consistently demonstrated, such as motor skills.

E

The 2010 standardisation study for the CIBS-II was conducted on a large
geographically diverse sample of 1791 students whose families are
representative of the population of the United States in terms of ethnicity,
gender, parental level of education and psychosocial risk status. As a result
of this strong research base, the CIBS-II Standardised reliably identifies
strengths and weaknesses in prerequisite skills (Readiness) and in key
academic skills (First to Sixth Year), which are essential for school success.

READINESS
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The purpose of the Readiness assessments is to determine which
readiness skills the student has developed or mastered and which skills
should be developed or taught.
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ASSESSMENT METHODS
Methods of obtaining valid information about a student’s abilities and
development vary according to the skill being assessed, the setting, the
materials needed and the participants. Specific assessment methods are
indicated for each assessment. Some skills are assessed using one specific
method. For other skills, a choice of assessment methods is given. If two
or more methods are listed for assessing a skill or a group of skills, choose
the method or methods that will make the student most comfortable and
that will be the most convenient and efficient to produce valid results in
your particular situation.
The following assessment methods are used to assess Readiness skills.
• Observation: Observing the student performing skills in a natural
setting can be appropriate for assessing some skills.
• Performance: Asking the student(s) to perform a skill is appropriate
for assessing many of the skills. The three methods of performing are:
– Individual Oral Response
– Individual or Group Written Response
– Individual Physical Response
• Interview: Interviewing a parent/caregiver or a person familiar with the
student’s skills is appropriate when there is no opportunity for you to
observe the student’s skills or for the student to perform the skills.
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Readiness skills are those typically included in foundation and early
first-year curricula. Mastery of these skills is considered essential for
the student’s chances for success with higher-level academic skills
when more formal academic programs are introduced.
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YEAR ONE TO YEAR SIX
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OBJECTIVES FOR WRITING IEPs
Each Readiness assessment includes an objective for writing IEPs.
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Year One to Year Six

Year One to Year Six
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FORM A AND FORM B
Two forms, A and B, are included for assessments B-3 – B-11. Either form
can be used if only one assessment is to be made. If a student’s results
from one form of an assessment are questionable, the alternate form can
be administered to confirm the results.
If pretesting and post testing are planned, one form can be used for the
pretest and the alternate form for the post test.
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The purpose of the assessments in the Year One to Year Six section is to
provide an overview of the student’s skills in basic reading, reading
comprehension, computation, problem-solving, written expression and
listening vocabulary comprehension.
ASSESSMENT METHODS
The following assessment methods are used to assess skills in this section.
• Individual Oral Response – Warning and Safety Signs, Warning
Labels, Word Recognition Year Level Placement, Word Analysis Survey,
Comprehends Passages, Listening Vocabulary Comprehension Year
Level Placement
• Individual or Group Written Response – Word Analysis Survey
(Divides Words into Syllables), Reading Vocabulary Comprehension Year
Level Placement, Computational Skills Year Level Placement, ProblemSolving Year Level Placement, Spelling Year Level Placement, SentenceWriting Year Level Placement
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Word Analysis Survey – Form A
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Overview

Directions for Assessment:
Oral Response
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This assessment measures the student’s ability to determine whether
pairs of words sound alike or different, to identify initial consonants,
to substitute sounds, to read word parts and to divide words into
syllables. Student responses for items in specific skill areas may
indicate the need for additional assessment.

Auditory Discrimination

Pronounce pairs of one-syllable words and ask the student if the
words sound alike or different.

SKILL
Determines whether pairs of words sound alike or different, identifies
initial consonants, substitutes sounds, reads word parts and divides words
into syllables
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Pause for the student’s response. Repeat, if needed, or use the words
hill-hill as another example.
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MATERIALS
• A copy of pages S-103 and S-104
• A pencil

same, I want you to say yes. If they do not sound EXACTLY
the same, I want you to say no. Listen carefully to these
words: boy-toy. Are they the same?

nl

ASSESSMENT METHODS
Individual Oral Response, Individual or Group Written Response (Divides
Words into Syllables)

Say: I’m going to say two words. If they sound EXACTLY the
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SCORING INFORMATION
• Standardised Record Book: Page 17
• Entry: For year 1, start with item 1; for year 2, start with item 16; for
year 3, start with item 24; for years 4–6, start with item 32.
• Basal: 5 consecutive correct responses
• Ceiling: 5 consecutive incorrect responses
• Accuracy: Give credit for each correct response. (Make sure to give
credit for all items below the basal.)
OBJECTIVE FOR WRITING IEPs

102
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(date)
, when presented with fifty-three items assessing various
By
word-analysis tasks, (student’s name) will correctly respond to
of
the fifty-three items presented.

BRIGANCE® CIBS-II Standardised • © 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education • CA11824

Pronounce each pair of words, pausing for the student’s response
after each pair.

1. t tab-tab – yes
2. b bit-mit – no

3. o pot-pot – yes
4. v vat-bat – no

5. d led-led – yes
6. e bet-bat – no

Identiﬁes Initial Consonants in Spoken Words
When you are sure the student is listening closely, pronounce onesyllable words with initial consonants and ask the student to identify
the initial consonant in each word.
Say: I’m going to say some words. I want you to listen carefully

and then tell me the first letter you hear in each word.
Pronounce one of the three words for each initial consonant listed.
Pause for the student’s response. If you question the validity of a
response, pronounce a second word with the same initial consonant.
7. heap, hood, hut – h
8. date, deaf, dog – d

9. take, tip, toss – t

B-4

Word Analysis Survey – Form A

Year One to Year Six

B-4
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Comprehends Passages at Fourth-Year Level – Form A
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B-6h

Overview

Directions for Assessment:
Oral Response
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This assessment measures the student’s ability to read, with
comprehension, a passage at the fourth-year level. The student
responds orally to questions asked about the passage.

Say: When I turn this page, I want you to read the story silently.

After you have read the story, I want you to say, “Done.”

SKILL
Reads at fourth-year level with comprehension

If the student notices the stopwatch or appears nervous,
Say: I want to see how you read normally. So please read at

E

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Individual Oral Response

ow

your normal speed and do not race. It is important that
you understand the story as best you can. After you say,
“Done,” I will cover the story and ask you some questions.
Ready?

MATERIALS
• Page S-143
• A blank sheet of paper
• A stopwatch or watch with a second hand

aw

ke

r

B

Year One to Year Six
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SCORING INFORMATION
• Standardised Record Book: Page 20
• Entry: For year 1, start with item 1; for year 2, start with item 6; for
year 3, start with item 11; for year 4, start with item 21; for year 5,
start with item 26; and for year 6, start with item 31.
• Time: Count the number of seconds it takes the student to read the
passage on page S-143 to determine the student’s reading rate for the
passage.
• Basal: 5 correct responses for a single passage
• Ceiling: 3 or fewer correct responses for two consecutive passages
• Accuracy: Give credit for each correct response. (Make sure to give
credit for all items below the basal.)
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Turn the page.

OBJECTIVE FOR WRITING IEPs

142
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(date)
By
, when given a Fry-referenced passage of sixty-seven
words commonly introduced by the fourth-year level, (student’s name)
will read the passage silently and then will respond orally to questions
asked about the passage.

BRIGANCE® CIBS-II Standardised • © 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education • CA11824

B-6h

Comprehends Passages at Fourth-Year Level – Form A

on

B-11 Listening Vocabulary Comprehension Year-Level Placement Test – Form B
Overview

Directions for Assessment:
Oral Response
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This assessment measures the student’s ability to identify the word
that does not belong in a spoken list of four words.

Say: I’m going to say four words. One of the words does not

SKILL
Listens as lists of four words are read aloud and then tells which word in
each list does not belong
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belong with the other three words. I want you to listen
carefully as I say the words. Then tell me the word that
does not belong. Listen carefully to these words: knife,
fork, hammer, spoon. Which word does not belong?
(hammer)

E

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Individual Oral Response

Pause for the student’s response.

MATERIALS
Page 196

nl

Begin the assessment with the year-appropriate list.

Say: Listen carefully to these words.

Year One to Year Six

Read the first list of four words. Pause for the student’s response.
Continue the same procedure for successive lists.

B

ro

w

SCORING INFORMATION
• Standardised Record Book: Page 24
• Entry: For years 1–3, start with item 1; for years 4 and 5, start with
item 4; and for year 6, start with item 7.
• Basal: 3 consecutive correct responses
• Ceiling: 3 consecutive incorrect responses
• Accuracy: Give credit for each correct response. (Make sure to give
credit for all items below the basal.)

ow

If the student does not appear to understand, repeat the directions,
using the words paper, ball, paste and pencil as an example.

OBJECTIVE FOR WRITING IEPs
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(date)
, after hearing lists of four words commonly introduced
By
by texts at the (appropriate year level) , (student’s name) will correctly
identify, for each list, the word that does not belong.

B-11

Listening Vocabulary Comprehension Year-Level Placement Test – Form B

