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Year 5

Direct Links to the Australian 
Curriculum: English

Content Description Activities

Language
Understand that patterns of language interaction vary across social contexts and types of texts and that they 
help to signal social roles and relationships (ACELA1501)

Activity 3.3
Activity 5.1
Activity 5.3
Activity 10.3

Understand how to move beyond making bare assertions and take account of differing perspectives and points 
of view (ACELA1502)

Activity 4.1
Activity 8.2
Activity 9.2

Understand how texts vary in purpose, structure and topic as well as the degree of formality (ACELA1504) Activity 4.1
Activity 5.1
Activity 5.3
Activity 8.2
Activity 9.2

Understand how the grammatical category of possessives is signalled through apostrophes and how to use 
apostrophes with common and proper nouns (ACELA1506)

Activity 7.1

Investigate how the organisation of texts into chapters, headings, subheadings, home pages and sub pages 
for online texts and according to chronology or topic can be used to predict content and assist navigation 
(ACELA1797)

Activity 3.1
Activity 6.2
Activity 6.3
Activity 9.1

Understand the difference between main and subordinate clauses and that a complex sentence involves at least 
one subordinate clause (ACELA1507)

Activity 7.2
Activity 9.3

Understand how noun groups/phrases and adjective groups/phrases can be expanded in a variety of ways to 
provide a fuller description of the person, place, thing or idea (ACELA1508)

Activity 2.2
Activity 4.1

Understand the use of vocabulary to express greater precision of meaning, and know that words can have 
different meanings in different contexts (ACELA1512)

Activity 4.1
Spelling and 
vocabulary

Understand how to use banks of known words, as well as word origins, prefixes and suffixes, to learn and spell 
new words (ACELA1513)

Spelling and 
vocabulary

Recognise uncommon plurals, for example ‘foci’ (ACELA1514) Spelling and 
vocabulary

Literature
Identify aspects of literary texts that convey details or information about particular social, cultural and 
historical contexts (ACELT1608)

Activity 1.3
Activity 3.3
Activity 6.2
Activity 10.3

Present a point of view about particular literary texts using appropriate metalanguage, and reflecting on the 
viewpoints of others (ACELT1609)

Activity 3.3
Activity 9.2

Use metalanguage to describe the effects of ideas, text structures and language features on particular 
audiences (ACELT1795)

Activity 4.1

Recognise that ideas in literary texts can be conveyed from different viewpoints, which can lead to different 
kinds of interpretations and responses (ACELT1610)

Activity 4.1
Activity 8.2
Activity 9.2

Understand, interpret and experiment with sound devices and imagery, including simile, metaphor and 
personification, in narratives, shape poetry, songs, anthems and odes (ACELT1611)

Activity 2.1

Create literary texts that experiment with structures, ideas and stylistic features of selected authors 
(ACELT1798)

Activity 8.1
Activity 10.1

Continued...

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w Ed
uc

ati
on



© 2015 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781760013912 • HB3912 17© 2015 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781760013912 • HB3912 17

Nouns
A noun is a word that represents something, for example: The scaly dragon flew quickly.

Circle the nouns in these sentences.
a. The fluffy cat ran up the tree.
b. The wind blew the door shut.
c. The bee landed softly on the flower.

Adjectives
An adjective is a describing word, for example: The scaly dragon flew quickly.

Circle the adjectives in these sentences.
a. I looked at the expensive toys on the shelf.
b. The old man shuffled along the dirty road.
c. Henry’s new bag was red.

Verbs
A verb is an action or doing word, for example: The scaly dragon flew quickly.

Circle the verbs in these sentences.
a. The chair fell when the dog ran past.
b. My new shoes squeaked on the shiny floor.
c. I went outside to jump on the trampoline.

Adverbs
An adverb is a word that tells us how something is being done, for example: 
The scaly dragon flew quickly.

Circle the adverbs in these sentences.
a. I quietly opened the door.
b. That boy can run fast.
c. The tiger crept slowly towards its prey.

Now get four different coloured pencils — blue, red, green and orange. Read this 
passage from the book and circle all the nouns in blue, the adjectives in red, the 
verbs in green, and the adverbs in orange.

The boys scrambled over the slimy pebbles at the edge of the beach and back up Madman’s 

Gully, the gorge they had climbed through a couple of hours before. This was a narrow crack 

in the cliffs filled with large rocks. They tried to move as quickly as they could, but this is 

difficult when you are slipping and sliding over huge stones covered in ice, and they made 

painfully slow progress.

Activity 2.2 – Nouns and Verbs
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content
complicated
undeniable
reproachful
mystery
fumed
charismatic
cunning
quarrel
persuade
scheme
protested
effective
alternative
isle
indescribably
ravenous
reptilian
gullet
chariot
additional
digest
suspended
eternity

fathom
ancestral

Week 3 Spelling and Vocabulary
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Activity 4.3 – Quotation Marks
Direct Speech
Quotation marks are used to show speaking or dialogue in a text. The quotation marks go 
before and after the dialogue to show which words are being spoken. A new line is needed for 
each new speaker. Speech in text can be direct or indirect. Direct speech has quotation marks 
and the words sound like they are spoken out loud by the character.
For example (note the speech is underlined):

“Hello, Toothless,” said Hiccup, in what he hoped was a good accent in Dragonese.
“What are you doing?” asked Fishlegs curiously.

Put the quotation marks into the passage below to show direct speech.

Toothless launched himself at Stoick the Vast’s beard, which he mistook for a chicken.
Get him off! said Stoick.
He doesn’t do what I say, said Hiccup.
Yell very loudly at him, Stoick shouted, very loudly.
Hiccup yelled as loudly as he could, Please will you stop eating my father’s beard?

Indirect Speech
Indirect speech does not have quotation marks and the words don’t sound like they are spoken 
out loud by the character. Indirect speech is when we are told that a character has said 
something, but we aren’t reading their exact spoken words. 
For example (note the speech is underlined):

Tom’s mum asked Tom what he had done at school that day. Tom said that he had written a 
story about a monster and played with James at lunchtime.

Now write your own passage with indirect speech

Quotation Marks for Titles
Quotation marks are also used to show which words represent a title, for example: 
We read the book called “How to Train Your Dragon”.

Titles can also be underlined or written in italics.
For this activity, use quotation marks for the titles in these sentences:

a. My sister read Harry Potter on the holidays.
b. We will go to the cinema to watch Tom and the Mystery of Fish Cottage.
c. My favourite song is Summer Time Dreaming.

* Did you notice that the main words in titles are written with a capital letter?
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Activity 6.1 – Everybody Needs to 
be a Hero

Hiccup’s full name is Hiccup the Hopeless. He is small, weak and not considered to 
be a hero of any sort. However, it is suddenly realised that he is the only person in 
the village who can speak Dragonese, so Hiccup is chosen to speak to a gigantic Sea 
Dragon with the hope of saving his village.

Heroism can mean many things. For some, it could mean touching a snake, telling the 
truth when you are scared or standing up for what you believe in.y g p y

1. What is heroism to you?

2. Which of the characters in the book do you consider to be heroes?

3. Write an example of a time you wanted or needed to be a hero. Describe how you felt.

4. Write one example of one time you told the truth, even though it would be easier 
to tell a lie.

5. Write an example of a time you helped someone without thinking of yourself. 

6. Imagine you could be a superhero. Write about what sort of hero you would be 
and why you would want those particular heroic qualities
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Activity 7.3 – Family Tree
Vikings had long family lines. Create your own family tree using the template below, 
going back at least as far as your grandparents. Fill in the names of your family 
members on the dotted lines provided and draw a picture in each box. If you find 
your family structure doesn’t quite fit this template, you may draw up your own or 
add extra boxes.

Grandparents Grandparents

DadMum

Brother/sister Me Brother/sister
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Week 9 Spelling and Vocabulary

suffocating
jerked
halt
banquet
presumed
explosion
biologist
optimist
rhythm
remembered
extraordinary
intend
terrorising
approach
reluctant
opportunity
obvious
distraction
centuries
domestic
crevice
swarm
abandoned
fond

grateful
bellow
dodging
probing
desperately
dislodge
rapidly
reasonably
unconscious
recovered
fatal
lowered
shriek
cloak
consume
bulged
miracle
intervention
logical
explanation
blockage
eventually
explosion
exposed

impaled
quivered
caught
bronze
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