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The contents of this book are not involved with the mechanics 
of reading such as spelling, sounds and grammar but rather 
focus on the thought processes required to obtain meaning 
from the wri  en word. The cogni  ve experiences of the readers 
are directed to the message provided by the writer.

The ac  vi  es in this book are designed to help middle to upper primary students analyse and evaluate the 
various sources of informa  on they encounter. This material emphasises that reading is a problem-solving 
exercise and assists students to develop cri  cal thinking and research skills.

Cri  cal Reading  involves students in:

• judging the soundness of facts
• diff eren  a  ng fact from fi c  on, fantasy or opinion
• loca  ng, extrac  ng and synthesising informa  on
• assessing the validity of arguments
• ascertaining the purpose of wri  en words or codes
• drawing inferences from informa  on given.

About this book

Any such ac  vi  es that relate to Cri  cal Reading bring with it a measure of reasoning that is an inherent 
feature of any purposeful, useful school curriculum. Through these ac  vi  es students develop informa  on 
skills vital for judging the soundness of facts and the validity of argument.

The ac  vi  es included in this book are aimed at middle to upper primary students, but classroom teachers 
will discover many clear-thinking links across year levels and age groups.
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Name: PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS 1

Skill: Analysing problems and solu  ons as they are presented in a text

Some  mes a writer will present a problem and then outline possible solu  ons. For example:

The weather had been hot and dry for many months. Some farmers began carting water from 
nearby rivers and some drilled deep holes to tap artesian water supplies.

We can outline the above in this way:

Problem Lack of water
Solu  ons Car  ng water, boring for underground water

Now read the following to discover the problems and solu  ons you can suggest.

Mikayla was upset with her poor performance playing netball. She had missed a lot of 
easy shots for goal. She decided to seek out her coach and ask her advice on how she 
could improve her game. She also decided to spend at least half an hour after school each 
day practising her goal shooting.

Problem ____________________________________________________________________________________

Solutions________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Miyu needed a new pair of sneakers but she knew her parents could not afford them. 
After school she visited her next door neighbours and asked if they had any odd jobs she 
could do for money. They agreed to give her $20 to cut their lawn. When other neighbours 
heard about this they also offered to pay her for gardening and cleaning tasks.

Problem ____________________________________________________________________________________

Solutions________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Jimmy is the smallest boy in the class. He wants to leave school and become a jockey but 
he is not old enough yet. Two race horse trainers live nearby.

Problem ____________________________________________________________________________________

Solutions________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS 2

Skill: Iden  fying problems and sugges  ng suitable solu  ons

Carefully read each paragraph below. Each relates to a problem with which a student is faced. In the spaces 
provided, write at least two possible solu  ons to each person’s problem.

Michael

Recently a new boy enrolled at our school. Some years ago, he was injured in an accident 
and now he uses a wheelchair. Although I sit and talk to him a lot, most of the class 
ignores him. Some even make fun of him. I know he has not been happy at our school even 
though he has a great personality. How can I help him?

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tomi

I have wanted a puppy since I was four years old. On the way home from school last night 
I found an abandoned puppy. My mother has never let me have a puppy because she feels 
it would be too expensive. I have hidden the pup at my friend’s place for the time being. 
I dearly want to have it as my own. What can I do?

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Caleb

Next month is my mother’s birthday. I dearly want to buy a watch for her. Her last watch 
was recently broken beyond repair. However, I have only saved 20 dollars and the watch 
costs 60 dollars. How could I get enough money to buy the watch?

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: CAUSE AND EFFECT 1

Skill:  Iden  fying why something happened

When something happens, it has a reason or a cause. For example:

‘If you touch Joe’s new car, Joe will be angry.’

Tên took his new cricket bat to school. At lunch time he used it to hammer several wickets 
into the hard ground. After school when he was picking up the bat the handle fell off.

Kira rode her bicycle along the footpath. She rode over a piece of wood. Soon Kira’s bike 
had a fl at tyre.

Ariel spent the day at the beach. It was very hot, and Ariel was tired, so she slept for 
hours in the hot sun. Later that evening Ariel’s back was badly sunburned.

(a)  Tomi coughed. (b)  The manager slammed the 
door.

(c)  Tomi pulled a can from the 
bo  om row.

(a)  He didn’t lay it fl at in class. (b)  Tên didn’t oil the bat. (c)  Tên hammered the wickets 
into the ground.

(a)  The footpath was rocky. (b)  Kira rode too fast. (c)  A nail in the piece of wood 
punctured the bicycle tyre.

(a)  Ariel sunbaked too long. (b)  The wind blew sand on her. (c)  Ariel went home too early.

Read the passages below. Read the sentences a  er each passage and think about what causes something to 
happen. Underline the sentence that tells you the cause.

Tomi visited the supermarket to buy some canned pears for her father. The cans were 
stacked in a large pyramid. Tomi could not reach the top can so she took a can from the 
bottom layer. Then the whole stack of cans crashed heavily to the fl oor.
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Name: CAUSE AND EFFECT 2

Skill: Iden  fying the rela  onship between cause and eff ect

When something happens, it has a cause. The cause is what made it happen. For example, Sally was thirsty, so 
she had a drink of cold water.

Cause: Sally was thirsty

An eff ect is what happens as a result of the cause.

Eff ect: Sally had a drink of water

Now read the paragraphs below and iden  fy the causes and eff ects in each one.

a. What a stormy day! The strong winds broke a branch on the willow tree in our backyard. The branch fell to 
the ground and damaged our dog’s kennel.

Cause: ________________________________________________________________________________

Eff ect: ________________________________________________________________________________

Cause: ________________________________________________________________________________

Eff ect: ________________________________________________________________________________

b. Jamie put the bread and cheese slice into the hot oven. The cheese melted into the toasted bread. Next, he 
put two spoonfuls of sugar into his cup of tea. The sugar dissolved.

Cause: ________________________________________________________________________________

Eff ect: ________________________________________________________________________________

Cause: ________________________________________________________________________________

Eff ect: ________________________________________________________________________________

c. Jack was hungry so he decided to pick an apple from the tree. The one he wanted was too high to reach, so 
he climbed the tree.

Cause: ________________________________________________________________________________

Eff ect: ________________________________________________________________________________

Cause: ________________________________________________________________________________

Eff ect: ________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: CAUSE AND EFFECT 3

Skill: Iden  fying the correct reasons for something happening

Many things people say or write tell us what causes something to happen (produces an eff ect).

Jack didn’t come to school because he was ill.

Michelle is liked by her classmates because she is so caring.

At all  mes it is important for us to decide whether the cause stated is really the reason for the eff ect occurring.

The words below are used to begin sentences. Put a  ck in front of any phrase that will make a sensible cause 
and eff ect statement when added to it (there may be more than one suitable answer).

1. Since Jack was  red
(a) he had a long sleep. (c) he did not go out that evening.
(b) the apricots are now ripe. (d) he likes chocolates best of all.

2. Joanne won the race
(a) because she said she would win. (c) because she was the fastest runner.
(b) because she wore black shoes. (d) because she had trained every day.

3. When my bicycle had a puncture
(a) I couldn’t ride it to school. (c) I couldn’t eat all the pizza.
(b) I hate doing mathema  cs. (d) I had to buy a new tyre for it.

4. The ball bounced high
(a) because it was made of rubber. (c) because Kylie hit it so hard.
(b) because bees work hard. (d) when we fi nished ea  ng tea.

5. Because Robyn tripped and fell
(a) she cut her arm. (c) she was wearing a red jumper.
(b) cherry trees grow here. (d) we had to call a doctor.

6. Since Chloe’s home was burnt to 
the ground

(a) rabbits live in burrows. (c) Chloe is living in a caravan.
(b) Chloe has moved to a new apartment. (d) Chloe’s parents had to buy new furniture.

7. As Rebecca was feeling be  er
(a) she decided to go on a picnic. (c) she went to school today.
(b) she slammed all the doors. (d) she stole the jewels.
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Name: SAME OR DIFFERENT?

   Skill: Iden  fying and recognising how the same word can take on a diff erent 
meaning depending on how it is used in a piece of wri  ng

Read the stories about Easton and Leila. The words in the grid below are used in both stories. Mark with a  ck 
if the word has the same meaning and a cross if it is diff erent.

One day Easton lit a fi refi re using a matchmatch he had found in the shed. The fi re burned brightly 
and sparks fl ew everywhere. One of the sparks hit the pupilpupil in his rightright eye. It was very 
soresore and Easton cried loudly. His mother took him to a doctor. ‘My goodness, your eye is 
as red as a roserose,’ said the doctor. ‘I will put some drops in it.’ Now Easton always wears 
glassesglasses when he lightslights a fi re, just to be on the safe safe side.

Leila had a great day at school today. She felt happy because the grade cricket matchmatch 
was on and she was going to play in it. She was the fi rst pupil pupil to enter the classroom and 
she got to switch on the lights.lights. She got all her maths questions right.right. During writing time, 
she wrote a daring action story, and when she read it aloud everyone cheered. In her story, 
she was alone in a bank when a thief tried to break into the safesafe. The thief rose rose to his feet 
and began to fi refi re a gun at Leila. Leila ducked and the bullets hit some drinking glassesglasses on 
the table. The thief escaped out the window and Leila chased him, hurting her leg as she 
tripped over. So the thief escaped and Leila was left with a soresore leg.

Write two sentences using the following words so they have diff erent meanings.

well   toast   bank

a. ________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ________________________________________________________________________________________

word same diff erent

fi re

match

pupil

right

sore

word same diff erent

rose

glasses

lights

safe
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Name: OUTCOMES 1

Skill: Predic  ng outcomes based on experience or past events

An outcome is a result of something that has been done or said. If a teacher tells you that tomorrow is her 
birthday and she will be 25 years old, you know her age is presently 24.

Some  mes you can an  cipate what the outcome is most likely to be.

Circle or underline the phrase that you think makes the most likely outcome.

1. The campers have walked for over 10 kilometres on a very hot day. The sun is blazing down fi ercely, and 
many are near exhaus  on as their backpacks are so heavy. As they round a bend, they see a pond of crystal-
clear water surrounded by palm trees.

a. The campers keep walking past the pond.

b. The campers rush into the clear cool water.

c. The campers lie on the hot ground near the pool.

2. Samantha sets a mouse trap, baits it with cheese and leaves it in the middle of the room. When she leaves 
the room, her ki  en enters it. The ki  en spies the cheese and begins to bite it.

a. The trap is faulty and does not work. 

b. A mouse ducks in front of the ki  en and eats the cheese. 

c. The ki  en’s nose gets caught in the trap.

3. Mike is warned not to eat his soup just yet because it is too hot. But Mike is hungry so he starts ea  ng 
anyway.

a. Mike burns his tongue on the hot soup.

b. Mike spills soup all over his clothes.

c. Mike doesn’t like pumpkin soup.© H
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Name: OUTCOMES 2

Skill: Explaining why a par  cular outcome or result occurred

Remember an outcome is the result of something that has been done or said. Read the passage and write a 
short statement predic  ng what you think will be the most likely outcome.

Anna wants to make biscuits. When she is gathering all of the ingredients, she accidentally  
takes the salt off the shelf instead of the sugar. She does not notice her mistake and 
fi nishes baking the biscuits. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Tom is speeding on his bicycle down the steep hill. ‘Look, no arms on the handlebars!’ he 
screams to his friends. At the bottom of the hill there is a pothole in the road.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Bruno is always helping others, especially the shy young students. Today, Mike in Year 3 
handed Bruno a letter from his parents.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

A large hungry hawk hovers over a grassy fi eld in search of prey. Some mice run for the 
cover of the long grass. One mouse pauses to rub its whiskers.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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