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Foreword
by Spencer Kagan, PhD

Cooperative Learning and English: A
Multi-Structural Approach represents a
major step forward in each of two fields:
cooperative learning and English instruc-
tion. By taking a multi-structural
approach, the lessons provided tap the
full power of cooperative learning and
reveal its power to realise the highest
goals of any English framework. It is a
natural marriage of two fields. All teach-
ers will find here a powerful set of tools
and a practical method for their imple-
mentation. Those familiar with the struc-
tural approach to cooperative learning
will find exciting ways to combine struc-
tures to ensure all aspects and goals are
realised.

This book is a major step for instruction
in English; not just because it provides
extremely rich lessons which have been
extensively field-tested and refined. It
does more. It provides a new framework
for thinking about an integrated English
lesson. With a new emphasis on listening
and speaking, as well as on reading and
writing, it is impossible to imagine a fully
rounded English lesson without coopera-
tive learning.

An Advance for Reading
Instruction
Reading separated from listening, speak-
ing and writing has always suffered.
There are three main problems with the
traditional approach to reading: (1)
Status issues. A negative self-esteem is
associated with being assigned to the low
reading group. (No matter what we call
them, the traditional reading groups
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have always had three names: The Eagles,
the Seagulls and the Droppings.) (2)
Lack of time. Roundrobin reading in
large reading groups can never give stu-
dents enough time for oral reading. If we
have one student at a time reading, and if
we divide the reading instruction equally
among students, using traditional read-
ing groups, in a class of thirty students
each student receives less than two min-
utes of oral reading per hour. We know
students learn to read by reading and
two minutes an hour will never add up
to fluency for many students. (3) Lack of
meaningful links. Traditionally, students
have spent reading time decoding mater-
ial with little or no personal meaning.

All three of these problems are elegantly
solved with the cooperative approach. As
students read in pairs and small groups,
there is a disintegration of the status
hierarchy and more time per individual
student. Further, as they discuss, negoti-
ate and relate to the reading material
through a range of structures such as
Roundtable and Team Interviews, they
establish the meaningful links — both
through what they say and what they
hear from peers.

When reading out loud is no longer a sep-
arate activity, but included as part of
prewriting, revising and postwriting, as
well as across the curriculum in other
areas, the cooperative approach leads to
much greater time for, and love of, read-
ing.

An Advance for Listening and
Speaking Instruction
Much energy in a traditional classroom
is directed toward getting students not to
talk. The consequence for many students
is not only alienation and a dislike for
school, but poor listening and speaking

skills. Only when listening and speaking
are brought into the curriculum can we
improve those skills.

The traditional format is worse than a
wasteland with regard to opportunities
to improve listening and speaking skills.
A traditional approach has never held
students accountable for listening skills,
and the formally structured speaking
opportunities often have been limited to
one student addressing a whole class in
the form of a book report, “current
event” or “sharing time”. But children are
not born orators, and the thought of
addressing the whole class is nothing
short of terrifying for many. How
refreshing to find throughout Jeanne’s
book the repeated use of Line-Ups,
Roundrobins, Similarity Grouping, Team
Interviews, Three-Step Interviews and
Group Discussions to foster both listen-
ing and speaking skills in a supportive
peer environment.

An Advance for Writing
Instruction
The strongest contribution of Jeanne’s
book is integrating what we know about
the writing process with what we know
about teaching each of the types of writ-
ing, and then providing lessons which
integrate both of these methodologies
with all four aspects of English. The
lessons which result have been extensive-
ly tested and lead to defined writing
skills across the range of objectives, and
an increased love of writing for students.

The lessons designed by Jeanne Stone are
based on the philosophy that there is
often an inverse ratio between teacher
talk and student learning and that the
teacher best promotes learning by struc-
turing active experiences for the stu-
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dents. The lessons are models of how to
increase learning by teaching not
through words, but through well-orches-
trated experiences.

An Advance for Cooperative
Learning
This book also represents a major step
for cooperative learning. About ten years
ago when I started training teachers in
cooperative learning, a typical training
session consisted of first demonstrating
in a workshop and then in a classroom
the power of a cooperative learning
structure. I  would  train  teachers in
Jigsaw, STAD, or the Colour-Coded Co-
op Cards. It was as if the teacher’s main
job was to choose among structures.

As we all became more familiar with
what each structure could and could not
efficiently accomplish, it became clear
that to reach the goals of most lessons, a
teacher needed more than one structure.
The question became not which coopera-
tive learning structure to use, but rather
how to combine various structures to
design the most powerful lesson.

My own work therefore shifted. The con-
cept of “Domains of Usefulness” — when
to use which structure — became central
to the structural approach. The concept
of a multi-structural lesson soon fol-
lowed. It became clear that a teacher
versed in a variety of structures uses
them as building blocks to create power-
ful lessons in which each structure pro-
vides a learning experience upon which a
subsequent structure builds.

This book represents the furthest step in
the multi-structural approach for English
instruction and provides a powerful
model of the multi-structural approach
to be emulated in all areas. Through
these model multi-structural, integrated
English lessons we view a whole new
concept of a lesson — and take another
step on a path which is leading to a
refreshing redefinition of the teaching
process.

Dr Spencer Kagan

Foreword
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Introduction &
Acknowledgements

Introduction
Cooperative Learning and English: A
Multi-Structural Approach is written as a
supplement to Cooperative Learning by
Spencer Kagan, PhD. The lessons
described in this book are based on the
structural approach to cooperative learn-
ing. Teachers who have had training in
the structural approach may find it easier
to implement and visualise the lessons in
this book.

Cooperative learning provides an arena
for students to interact with each other
about meaningful content, to work
cooperatively on presentations and pro-
jects and to take an active role in their
own learning. 

This guidebook facilitates access to many
of the features that are the basis of an
effective English program. As members
of heterogeneous teams, students work
through various cooperative learning
structures to make the materials accessi-
ble to all students.  All of the lessons are
integrated, incorporating listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Many of
the lessons are literature-based, or can be
related to literature being used in the
classroom. Real life issues are explored.
Language skills are taught within the
meaningful context of the lesson. All of
the lessons feature the writing process.
Students have the opportunity to experi-
ence many different listening and speak-
ing activities in small group and whole-
class settings.

Each multi-structural lesson encompass-
es one of the four domains of writing:
Sensory/Descriptive, Imaginative/
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Narrative, Practical/Informative and
Analytical/Expository, and can be used at
a variety of year levels.

Part I addresses an integrated English
program. It briefly describes each ele-
ment — listening, speaking, reading and
writing — and provides specific exam-
ples for using cooperative learning to
develop these skills in the students.

Part II briefly describes each cooperative
learning structure which is used in the
lessons. Ideas for using each structure
within an English curriculum are pre-
sented. The ideas can be used in isola-
tion, as a sponge activity or as an open-
ing in a teacher-directed lesson.

Part III provides detailed multi-struc-
tural lesson plans with specific academic
outcomes in English. The goal is to pro-
vide a way for teachers to use cooperative
learning as an instructional technique in
implementing an integrated English cur-
riculum. It is hoped that these lessons
will not be an end unto themselves, but
will initiate the thought process and
become a springboard for teachers in
creating their own multi-structural
lessons in English.

Some of the components for the success-
ful implementation of cooperative learn-
ing in the classroom are not addressed in
detail in this book.  Classroom manage-

ment, social skills, team formation and
the overall rationale for cooperative
learning are described in the book
Cooperative Learning by Spencer Kagan,
PhD. It is highly recommended that
teachers become well versed and experi-
enced in these aspects of cooperative
learning in order to enhance the imple-
mentation of this resource book.

Acknowledgements
This second edition could not have been
possible without the support and
encouragement of many people. As with
the first edition, Spencer Kagan and the
talented staff at Kagan Cooperative
Learning provided invaluable support
through all stages of publishing.
Specifically, Catherine Hurlbert for her
outstanding efforts in reformatting and
Celso Rodriguez for the development of
such wonderful illustrations.

My husband Ken, and my sons Michael,
Andrew and Daniel, supported me as I
worked at all possible moments to com-
plete this second edition.

Hopefully through the use of these
lessons, teachers and their classes can
find a love of language and expression.
May these lessons provide the impetus
for teachers to create their own multi-
structural lessons to motivate students to
listen, speak, read and write.
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