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Standards-Based 
Activities

It has been my experience in working with teachers that nearly all know the standards they are 

to teach. Some are required to write the standards on the board each day; most all write them in 

their lesson plans.

The achievement standards teachers must use are still being discussed and debated from 

state to state. Many states have adopted or partially adopted the Australian Curriculum framework. 

Other states, however, continue to utilise their own standards. If you are in a state that has not 

currently adopted the Australian Curriculum framework, the activities are easy to correlate 

to whatever standards you use.

The activities in this book are integrated across the curriculum. Many of them are 

interdisciplinary. Most require reading, writing, gathering information, organising and/or research 

skills. Therefore, many of the activities that I have categorised in one content area may address the 

standards in other areas as well.

Index by Content Area
English

• Book Characters .............................................................................................. 34

• Book Report ..................................................................................................... 36

• Compound Words ......................................................................................... 140

• Feelings in Literature .................................................................................... 122

• Historical Fiction ........................................................................................... 149

• Informative Speech ....................................................................................... 153

• Study of a Novel ............................................................................................ 100

• Paragraph Writing ......................................................................................... 164

• Poetry .............................................................................................................. 54

• Short Vowel and Silent-e Long Vowel Sounds ............................................. 128

Note: Many activities listed under the science and social studies learning areas also address Australian 

Curriculum: English content descriptions.

Mathematics
• Fractions, Decimals and Percentages .......................................................... 144

• Geometric Shapes ........................................................................................... 88

• Geometry: 3-D Solids ...................................................................................... 46

• Graphs and Data ............................................................................................ 146

• Maths in History .............................................................................................. 91

• Money: Dollars and Cents ............................................................................. 124

• Shapes ............................................................................................................. 60
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Science
• Animals .......................................................................................................... 137

• Landforms ..................................................................................................... 156

• Oceans ............................................................................................................. 50

• Periodic Table .................................................................................................. 52

• Rainforest ........................................................................................................ 56

• Rocks and Minerals ......................................................................................... 94

• Seasons ............................................................................................................ 58

• Simple Machines ........................................................................................... 166

• Soil (Types) ...................................................................................................... 62

• Soil (Uses) ...................................................................................................... 168

• Space Exploration ........................................................................................... 97

• Taking Care of the Earth ............................................................................... 130

• Temperature and Reading a Thermometer ................................................. 132

• Weather ........................................................................................................... 68

Humanities and Social Sciences
• Africa ................................................................................................................ 28

• Ancient Egypt .................................................................................................. 79

• Asia (China, Japan and Korea)........................................................................ 30

• Australia ........................................................................................................... 32

• Christmas......................................................................................................... 82

• Early Explorations ......................................................................................... 142

• Early Settlers ................................................................................................... 38

• Election Campaigns ........................................................................................ 85

• Europe ............................................................................................................. 40

• Five Themes of Geography ............................................................................. 44

• Indigenous Australians ................................................................................... 48

• Map Skills ....................................................................................................... 161

• Maths in History .............................................................................................. 91

• Rules and Responsibilities ............................................................................ 126

• South America ................................................................................................. 64

• South-East Asia ............................................................................................. 170

• Stock Market .................................................................................................... 66

Health and physical Education
• Infectious Diseases ........................................................................................ 151

• Tobacco Use .................................................................................................. 103

The Arts
• Famous Artists ................................................................................................. 42

Note: Visual and performing arts are included in almost every set of activities in this book.
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Diff erentiation, assessment and standards-based learning are major buzz words and prime 

areas of concern for those of us working in education today. Teachers and administrators are well 

aware that all of their students need to meet the standards, yet at the same time they are equally 

well aware that students come to them at very diff erent ability and readiness levels, with diff erent 

interests, intelligences, learning styles and learning modalities. 

Thus, the need for diff erentiation is obvious to most educators. Therefore, the challenge of 

diff erentiation doesn’t come in identifying the need. Instead, it comes as teachers work to put the 

theory into practice in their classrooms. This book is written to address this challenge and provide 

a link between the theory and the “how-to” of differentiation. 

Who Needs This Book?
First and foremost, this is a book for teachers. I have discovered that while most teachers would 

like to diff erentiate their curriculum and day-to-day instruction, many do not understand how to 

actually implement diff erentiation. They need practical strategies that are user-friendly and that 

do not take an inordinate amount of time to plan and put into practice. Teachers also need ways 

to assess and grade the variety of student projects and performances that are oft en the result of 

diff erentiated instruction.

If you are a teacher new to diff erentiation, this book provides you with many examples of 

activities and assessments you can use as you begin to diff erentiate your curriculum. Utilise the 

examples as they are written or use them as models for writing your own. When teachers take 

the first step in diff erentiating the curriculum, other steps generally follow as they become more 

comfortable with this type of teaching.

If you are already diff erentiating your instruction, use this book to gain new ideas for both 

student activities and ways to assess products, performances and outcomes. Assessing a variety 

of products and performances is never easy, and writing assessment criteria succinctly is diff icult, 

even for many experienced teachers. This book gives you new ideas for student products as well as 

ideas and wording for writing the corresponding assessment criteria. 

Administrators and program coordinators also need this book. It off ers many practical strategies 

that you can share with your teachers during a staff  meeting, short in-service session or study 

group. It will help you translate the theory into classroom practice and will give you a multitude of 

diff erent examples suitable for all year levels. 

Why I Wrote This Book
In my professional development workshops, I usually share eight to ten strategies for 

diff erentiation. Three of the most popular are the Noughts and Crosses format, the Individual 

Lesson Plan™ format, (including the Upper-Primary and Lower-Primary ILP) and the Tiered Primary 

Unit/Lesson Plan. Even though I show teachers how to write their own lessons and units in each of 

these formats, and give workshop time for them to do this, many teachers have asked me if I would 

create some of these diff erentiated activities with corresponding assessments for them.

Introduction
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This request, which I have heard from teachers over and over again, was the genesis for this 

book. It contains 21 Noughts and crosses activities and assessments, nine Upper-Primary Individual 

Lesson Plans and assessments, six Lower-Primary Individual Lesson Plans with assessments and 

14 Tiered Lessons or Units with assessments. They are already written and ready to use! Teachers 

can use them, modify them, adapt them, or take ideas from them and write their own.

How To Use This Book
This book is organised into sections and then alphabetically by topic. The Nought and Crosses 

activity grids are alphabetised by topic, as are the Upper-Primary Individual Lesson Plans, the 

Lower-Primary ILPs and the Tiered Lesson Plans. I have included some samples for every year level 

and subject area.

Find the topic or subjects that most closely match the topics and units you are teaching. Check 

to make sure the activities seem appropriate for your year level. Use the form on page 10 to record 

the topics and your standards.

You may also want to consult the Index of Products/Performances if you need to work on any of 

these specifically or if you need ideas for new products and performances to give to your students.

You may copy any of the activities and assessments in this book to use directly with students in 

your classroom. You are encouraged to change or adapt the activities and assessments to meet the 

specific needs of your students, your curriculum or your state standards.

At the end of each section of this book you will find a set of step-by-step guidelines for writing 

your own diff erentiated activities and assessments using the format featured in that particular 

section. Aft er you have tried some of the examples, challenge yourself to write a diff erentiated unit 

or lesson of your own!

I hope this book encourages all teachers to try diff erentiation. I further hope it will truly be a 

time saver for the many teachers who are already diff erentiating their instruction but do not have 

the planning time to develop all of the diff erentiated activities they would like to have. 

Using this book both as a time saver and as a guide in implementing diff erentiation should 

result in a richer curriculum and more exciting learning opportunities for all students.
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