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 Introduction

As you move through your fi rst year teaching gifted students, 

you will experience struggles (both expected and unexpected), 

successes, and surprises that can only arise in a gifted classroom. 

Although the fi rst year you spend teaching (period) might be the 

most diffi  cult, your fi rst year in gifted education presents a whole 

new set of unique challenges. If you go into the gifted classroom 

thinking that the school year will be easy because you have the 

“good” kids, you will very quickly learn that high ability does not 

equal zero behavior issues, nor does it mean that the students 

will be free of academic diffi  culties. You will (routinely) also not 

know the answers to the questions students pose, and you may 

frequently fi nd yourself going back to the drawing board to com-

pletely restructure a lesson based on your preassessments or unex-

pected student feedback. Teaching gifted students may mean that 

you redefi ne the way you see yourself as a teacher altogether. You 

may encounter student and parent needs that are very diff erent 

from that to which you were accustomed. You may be facing a 

blank slate in terms of planning learning and designing content. 
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viii What to Expect When You’re Expected to Teach Gifted Students

Even for an experienced teacher, the fi rst year teaching gifted stu-

dents might be like Day 1 of your fi rst-ever teaching job all over 

again. 

Along with some of the bumpier roads you will travel as you 

transition into teaching gifted classes, there are many exciting 

positive experiences to anticipate. You will get to see the students 

whom you routinely passed in the hallway or the lunchroom, or 

even some of your own former students, in a new light. In this 

light, they will show you their gifts, talents, interests, and struggles 

in ways that you may not have encountered or expected. You may 

recognize some of yourself or your own children in these students 

and view teaching through a new lens. You will undoubtedly fi nd 

the opportunity to grow in your profession and do meaningful 

work for students and families in the gifted classroom. With the 

trials of teaching come the joys of teaching, just like in any class-

room, but the ways in which you live these celebrations and frus-

trations may be unlike other experiences you have had in the 

classroom. 

Th ere will be many “uh-oh” moments, and that is completely 

okay. You give your students permission to make mistakes, rec-

ognize what went wrong, fi x the mistakes, and then make more 

mistakes. You know that this means that they are learning. You are 

learning, too, and learning cannot occur without teacher uh-ohs, 

failures, and misses. As many learning moments as you will have, 

you will also experience 

aha moments, celebra-

tions with students, and 

the chance to grow as 

a professional. Your job 

as a gifted teacher is to 

help meet students’ needs 

in areas with which you 

may be unfamiliar, and 

at times your students’ 

needs may seem to be at 

odds with one another. 

Gifted students are pre-

cocious, are complex, and have intensities that require accelerated 

Teaching gifted 
students may 
mean that you 

redefi ne the 
way you see 
yourself as 
a teacher.
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 Introduction ix

and enriched learning opportunities (VanTassel-Baska, 2003). 

Gifted students benefi t both academically and socioemotionally 

from their enrichment experiences (Kim, 2016). Th is still means 

that some of these students need additional academic support or 

intervention in certain areas, and this can be a tough pill to swal-

low for students used to having all of the right answers. Questions 

of self-effi  cacy, motivation, and performance versus potential are 

ones that gifted learners and teachers face regularly. You, as the 

teacher, can tackle these unique needs and facilitate the types of 

learning that help these students to develop the talents and skills 

needed for them to be fulfi lled and successful. Th is task can seem 

daunting, but it can also be a wonderful growth experience for you 

as an individual and an educator. 

Where Do I Begin?
You may approach this book as someone just assigned to teach 

a gifted class, or you may be reading this as someone who just fi n-

ished his or her fi rst year teaching gifted students. If you have had 

some experience in the gifted classroom, your initial expectations 

and actual experiences may not have lined up completely (or at 

all). If you are brand new to this, you may have no idea what to 

expect. Regardless of where you are beginning, I want to address 

some common issues teachers often struggle with when starting 

off  teaching gifted learners. Do any of these thoughts or feelings 

look familiar to you? 

 º “I just got assigned to teach gifted classes. I know that 

we have a gifted and talented program, but I don’t know 

much beyond that. What does gifted mean around here?”

 º “Th e teacher before me left so many disjointed resources 

behind. What do I make of all of this stuff ?”

 º “Th e year has started, and all of a sudden I am not on a 

team anymore. I feel like I’m stranded on an island.”

 º “I thought I had so much freedom, and I could fi nally 

teach what I wanted to students who were excited to © H
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x What to Expect When You’re Expected to Teach Gifted Students

learn! My lessons fell fl at and my kids didn’t engage, so 

now I’m not even sure how to move forward.”

 º “Sometimes a class of nine feels like a class of 29 . . . even 

in gifted classes, the kids’ abilities are all over the place!”

 º “I’m drowning in parent e-mails and phone calls. How do 

I b alance making the parents happy and taking the time 

to plan what’s best for my students?”

 º “It feels like gifted programming is the lowest priority in 

our school. I’m constantly getting told ‘no’ or forgotten 

about completely. How can I advocate for this service 

and my students?”

If you have experienced these thoughts or questions, you are 

not alone. Many educators new to the gifted classroom share simi-

lar feelings when starting out the year. I can say with complete cer-

tainty that I have had all of these thoughts and feelings, and some 

of these problems and doubts persist over time. I would love to tell 

you to embrace the uncertainty and be ready to go wherever this 

teaching ride takes you, but that would not be helpful or practical. 

Starting out, the best you can do is build professional knowledge, 

try your best to be proactive, and try to view your experiences as 

learning opportunities. Th is book is intended to support teachers 

new to the gifted education classroom by focusing on targeted 

areas that are frequently challenges for new gifted teachers. Each 

chapter will identify the major issues associated with a specifi c 

topic, seek to provide guidance and resources, and make sugges-

tions about strategies for developing solutions unique to the needs 

of your classrooms and campuses. 

Teaching is extremely important work. Good teaching results 

in lifelong learning, and this year will be an experience that helps 

you to learn and build your professional skills. A new job can be 

a great teacher if you continually seek answers, ways to grow, and 

opportunities to learn. Whether you teach gifted for one year 

or 20, the students, the classroom, and the challenges have the 

potential to build your skills, broaden your insights, and make 

career-changing connections. © H
aw

ke
r B

ro
wnlo

w E
du

ca
tio

n




