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1.  Initiating Conversations 
About Learning

In this chapter, we describe ten ideas that show how students can initiate informal conversations 

about their own learning. These conversations:

 • are planned at school by students with teacher support

 • take place between a student and an audience outside of school

 • take place anytime during the year

 • communicate learning in concrete ways that go beyond numbers and marks

 • invite an audience to respond to the learning

We offer specifi c steps that prepare students to 

take lead roles in the conferencing and reporting 

process. We provide samples of student refl ection 

and audience response, as well as adaptations that 

have worked for us and for our colleagues.

Work Samples

Students choose work samples to take home that 

show growth in their learning. They show and talk 

with an audience about the samples and ask for a 

response to their work.

1. Tell students they will need to keep sam-

ples of their work over the term, for example, when 

doing science labs, tests, writing, mapping or prob-

lem solving.  

2. Have students select two work samples of 

similar tasks that show some improvement. Figure 1:  Work samples

in the colour and I really liked your costume
design.

Keep up the good work! I know that you love
doing this.

Love Mum
(Dorothy C.)
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Figure 2: Portfolio 
table of contents
Reproducible in appendix, 
page 50

3. Ask students to think of someone who might be interested in seeing and responding to their 

work. Give them self-assessment forms that highlight their improvement (see fi gure 1).

4. Ask students to take home these samples to an audience who completes the response 

section.

ADAPTATIONS

When we know that parents are interested in seeing more of a specifi c skill, such as spelling or maths 

computation, we structure the work samples so that they can see improvements.

Students have the option of bringing these work samples and responses back to the school to include 

in their portfolios or of keeping them at home.

Portfolio Afternoon

Students collect work samples over the term 

and organise them into a portfolio. They write 

personal comments about each piece, explain-

ing why they’ve selected it and what they want 

others to notice. Teachers schedule a time for 

a portfolio afternoon. Students invite someone 

who is important to them to come and view their 

portfolios. Invited guests provide feedback to the 

learners.

 1. At the beginning of the term, talk with 

students about keeping samples of their work so 

they can see and show others evidence of their 

learning.

 2. During the term, have students keep 

a variety of work so they have a selection to 

choose from when they create their portfolios.

 3. Have each student select pieces to put 

in his or her portfolio. It helps to give students a 

table of contents. They then select pieces that 

correspond to the items listed (see fi gure 2). 
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 4. Have students record a comment on each piece they have selected by completing a form 

that tells what they want others to notice about their work (see fi gure 3). 

 5. Work together as a class to brainstorm guests they might like to invite as an audience to this 

portfolio afternoon (see fi gure 4). 

Figure 3:                
Student comments
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