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Introduction

Mathematics can be tough for teachers to teach and even tougher for students to 
learn. Math is not always a fan favorite among the elementary school crowd. It can be 
intimidating and frustrating. The Let’s Get This Day Started series is designed to provide 
students with frequent opportunities to master and retain important math skills in a 
simple, user-friendly manner. 

This book is designed to reinforce key mathematics skills taught in the classroom. As 
students become active learners in discovering mathematical relationships, they acquire 
a necessary understanding that improves their problem-solving skills and, therefore, 
boosts their confidence in math. When using this book, consider incorporating these 
activities with the actual curriculum that you may be currently using in your classroom. 
This provides students with a greater chance of mastering math skills and ultimately 
being successful in college, career, and life. 

The activities in this book do not need to be completed every day or even every other day. 
Teachers should not feel restricted by a daily warm-up or introductory activity. Sometimes, 
schedules change. A morning assembly, a make-up lesson, or just an extra-busy day can 
easily throw off a classroom schedule for days. Teachers never know what their days or 
weeks are going to look like. This book is written so that teachers can stop wherever and 
whenever they want. They can take their time and arrange the activities to fit their own 
schedules. They may choose to do a section a day, or spread it out over a week or two. 
There is no right or wrong way. 

This book is divided into units based on different mathematical-content strands. Each unit 
consists of activities focused on a topic related to that particular strand. A whole-class 
introductory sheet kicks off each section, followed by a paired-learning activity sheet, 
and then an independent-learning assessment. Each section concludes with a written 
response to a prompt that incorporates the topic studied in the section. 

All the activities in the Let’s Get This Day Started series have been aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS). Visit http://www.teachercreated.com/standards/ for all standards correlations. 

Have Fun!
Make math fun whenever possible with hands-on activities, partner work, and by connecting math problems to the real world. 

Remember!
Have students show all the work needed to solve each problem.

Don’t Forget!

Having students write about 

how a problem is solved 

will improve mathematical 

comprehension.© H
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How to Use This Book

The first page in each section is the Read & Learn page. This page introduces the 
mathematical topic that will be covered in the section. It breaks down the basics of the 
mathematical concept by using simple sentences, diagrams, and examples. This page 
should be a whole-class activity. The teacher should read and review the page with 
students out loud, answering any questions they may have. These introductory pages can 
then be saved in a folder and used as study guides, homework helpers, or “cheat sheets.” 

The second page in each section is the Partner & Practise page. This page includes problems 
for students to solve with a partner. Working collaboratively will provide students with 
additional guidance and support. Teachers should place students into heterogeneous or 
homogenous pairs, and circulate around the room as students work together to solve 
the problems on the page. Teachers should check for understanding and be sure that 
each student in every pair is actively involved and fully invested in the work. Be sure 
students show all the work needed to solve each problem. When pairs have finished the 
page, go over the answers as a class. 

The third page in each section is the Focus & Find page. This page includes problems 
for students to solve independently. This page can be completed in class or assigned as 
homework, and can be used to assess student understanding. Again, be sure students 
show all the work needed to solve each problem. If students struggle to complete 
the problems correctly, teachers may choose to supplement with additional learning 
activities and problems. 

The fourth, and final, page in each section is the Think & Write page. This page includes 
writing prompts to help students reflect on the mathematical concept and put their 
understanding into words. It provides them with opportunities to review, confirm, and 
reinforce their learning as well as write about how math prolems are solved. Students 
can save these pages and use them to create a math journal to help them review and 
study for quizzes and exams.

Read & Learn Partner & Practise Focus & Find Think & Write
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Numerical Expressions
R E A D  & 

L E A R N
Name:   

Order of Operations

We use PEMDAS to remember the order of operations in math problems:

Parentheses

Exponents

Multiplication

Division

Addition

Subtraction

 41 – 20 – 5 + (13 – 3) =    

 41 – 20 – 5 + 10 =    

 16 + 10 =    

 26

But what do we do when we have parentheses, brackets, and braces? 

2{10 [5 + 2(25 – 9) – 20] }

1st Parentheses ( )
25 – 9 = 16

2nd Brackets [ ]
2 × 16 + 5 – 20 = 17

3rd Braces {  }
10 × 17 = 170 

2 × 170 = 340

Remember!
A number 

written next to 
parentheses 

means “multiply.”
2(3) = 2 × 3

Tackle problems 

in parentheses first, 

then brackets, then 

braces!

{ [ ( ) ] }

Start here!
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Name:   

Numerical Expressions
PARTNER & 
PRACTICE

Order of Operations

Work with your partner to solve these practice problems. 
Show your work. Circle your answer.

 1. 2{3 + [3(3 + 4) + 2]}

 2. 3{15 – 2[3(1 + 2) – 5]}

 3. 3{14 – [2(2 + 2) + 2]}

{ [ (    ) ] }

Remember to work
from the inside out!
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Numerical Expressions

Name:   

FOCU S 
& F IND

Order of Operations

Focus on what you learned. Find the answers. Remember to show your work and circle 
your answers.

 1. 7 + {3 + [3(2 × 4)] + 2}  2. 3{1 + [4(2 + 1) + 3]}

Write problems that use a combination of parentheses, brackets, or braces and result in 
the answer listed in the box. Solve the problem to check your work.

 3. = 10  4. = 24

Challenge: On the back of this sheet, use numbers to write and solve a problem that 
includes: 

£ two sets of parentheses

£ one set of brackets 

£ one set of braces
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Numerical Expressions
TH I N K  & 

W R I T E
Name:   

Order of Operations

Think about the order of operations. Write about what you learned. 

 1. Explain the order in which you would solve this problem.

5{11 – [4 (4 – 1) – 1]}

 2. Torriana said the answer to the question above is 15. Is she correct, or did she make 
a mistake? Explain your thinking.

 3. In one brief sentence, summarize what you learned in this section. 
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Numerical Expressions
R E A D  & 

L E A R N
Name:  

Order of Operations

We use PEMDAS to remember the order of operations in math problems:

Parentheses

Exponents

Multiplication

Division

Addition

Subtraction

 41 – 20 – 5 + (13 – 3) =    

 41 – 20 – 5 + 10 =    

 16 + 10 =    

 26

But what do we do when we have parentheses, brackets, and braces? 

2{10 [5 + 2(25 – 9) – 20] }

1st Parentheses ( )
25 – 9 = 16

2nd Brackets [ ]
2 × 16 + 5 – 20 = 17

3rd Braces {  }
10 × 17 = 170 

2 × 170 = 340

Remember!
A number 

written next to 
parentheses 

means “multiply.”
2(3) = 2 × 3

Tackle problems 

in parentheses first, 

then brackets, then 

braces!

{ [ ( ) ] }

Start here!
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Name:  

Decimals
PARTNER & 
PRACTISE

Comparing Decimals

Work with your partner to solve these practice problems.

For problems 1–3, compare each decimal, using <, >, or =.

 1.  3.54  3.45

 2. 0.682  0.68

 3. 2.500  2.5

 4. Yadiel gathered three leaves for his science project. They measured 4.54 cm, 4.892
cm, and 4.57 cm. Use the place value chart below to order them from shortest to 
longest.
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