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Introduction
Reading should be something that students look forward to.  However, some  mes students 
must fi nd fun and accessible literature before they can realise how enjoyable reading can 
be!  The passages in this book contain high-interest topics that will immediately hook even 
the most stubborn of readers.  Fun themes, surprise twists and level-appropriate content 
will mo  vate and excite young readers.  Addi  onally, the passages in this book were 
designed to be accessible to students of varying reading abili  es.  Basic sight words are 
introduced and then reinforced with repe   on and prac  ce.  As new words are introduced, 
they are repeated and wri  en into the story in ways that allow a student to use context 
clues to decipher their meanings.

Each unit begins with fi ve reading passages.  The fi rst several passages are short and 
include four mul  ple-choice ques  ons.  The remaining passages are a bit longer and 
have fi ve mul  ple-choice ques  ons.  The passages in each unit are a mixture of fact 
and fi c  on.  The last page of the unit calls for a wri  en response to a prompt that 
incorporates the theme of the unit.

The passages in each unit are all linked by a loose theme.  As the students con  nue 
to read more of the unit, they will begin to discover the common thread that weaves 
together each collec  on of stories.  This approach broadens a student’s comprehension 
and understanding of the subject ma  er.  It allows students to prac  ce new words in 
various stories and in diff erent genres.  It also shows students how separate passages 
can be linked with other passages and used collec  vely to expand one’s horizons and 
views.  This approach ul  mately allows students to become familiar with the fl exibility 
of word use, diff erent viewpoints, and how we can learn from both fi c  on and 
nonfi c  on texts.
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Using the Book
Teachers should not feel restricted by a daily warm-up ac  vity.  Some  mes, schedules 
change.  A morning assembly, a make-up lesson, or just an extra-busy day can easily throw 
off  the classroom schedule for days.  A teacher never knows what their week is going to 
look like.  Let’s Get This Day Started does not need to be completed every day or even 
every other day.  Teachers can take their  me and arrange the ac  vi  es to fi t their own 
schedules.  The book is wri  en so the teacher can stop wherever and whenever they like.  
A teacher may choose to do a unit a week (one passage a day), or at other  mes, spread 
a unit out over a few weeks.  There is no right or wrong way.

At the beginning of the year, a teacher may choose to have the class read the passages 
together as a group before asking them to read each passage again on their own.  They may 
also choose to have students reread passages several weeks later to prac  se fl uidity or so 
that the students can see how “easy” the passages have become.  

The mul  ple-choice ques  ons in Let’s Get This Day Started assess all levels of comprehension – 
from recall to cri  cal thinking.  Examples of just some of the ques  on styles used in this 
series include:

  recalling informa  on
  sequencing in chronological order 
  using prior knowledge
  iden  fying synonyms and antonyms
  visualising
  knowing and using appropriate 

vocabulary

  recognising the main idea
  using context clues to understand 

new words
  iden  fying suppor  ng details
  making inferences
  understanding cause and eff ect
  drawing conclusions

All ques  on stems and answers are wri  en so that they are a con  nua  on of reading 
prac  ce and cri  cal thinking.  If an answer choice includes an unfamiliar word, the 
correct answer can s  ll be found by the process of elimina  on.  Remind students to 
read every answer choice!  If the answer doesn’t jump out at them, they can get it right 
by crossing out the wrong answers fi rst.

The wri  en response (Write On!) pages require students to look back at the passages 
they have read in each unit for facts, ideas or vocabulary.  Students are encouraged to 
respond crea  vely to a variety of fun wri  ng prompts and then support their answers by 
referring back to examples from several of the reading passages.

Use the Tracking Sheet on page 108 to keep track of which passages you have given to 
your students, or distribute copies of the sheet for students to monitor their own 
progress.
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Let’s Get This Day Started: Reading - Year 5

UNIT 1Name:  

Poaching Problem

More than 90 percent of the nests were being poached.  It was hard to stop.  Once a 
poacher came upon a tree that had a nest, it took him less than 30 minutes to abscond 
with the chicks.  First, he would wrap a wide strap around the tree.  He would then 
hitch the strap into a harness before clambering up.  One could tell where the poacher 
had been because his spiked boots le   the trees permanently scarred.

Biologists believed it was the end of Belize’s scarlet macaw popula  on.  Measuring 
nearly a metre from top to tail and weighing in almost a kilogram, the scarlet macaw 
is one of the largest parrots in the world.  Its feathers are a brilliant red, yellow and 
blue.  Unfortunately, its size and plumage have made it a hot commodity in the illegal 
pet trade.

How have rangers successfully protected the remaining birds?  For fi ve months, the 
rangers camp under the trees that contain the nests.  They do not have electricity.  They 
sleep in hammocks, cook on a campfi re and have no shelter other than a plas  c tarp!

 1. When you leave hurriedly and secretly, you are
 a. clambering.  b. protec  ng.  c. absconding.  d. strapping.

 2. This text can be summed up as
 a. a way to stop the illegal pet trade.
 b. two hot commodi  es in the illegal pet trade.
 c. a problem with parrots that has no solu  on.
 d. a wildlife problem and a solu  on.

 3. What permanently scars the trees?
 a. the harness that the poacher uses to clamber up
 b. the poacher’s spiked boots
 c. the strap that the poacher wraps around the tree
 d. the iron hooks that the poacher hammers into the tree

 4. In the next paragraph, the author most likely
 a. discusses the rangers who volunteer.
 b. tells why scarlet macaws are excellent pets.
 c. defends poaching.
 d. explains why some parrots can talk.© H
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Let’s Get This Day Started: Reading - Year 5

UNIT 1Name:   

Write On!
Describe the country of Belize.  You must use informa  on from each passage in the unit 
when wri  ng your descrip  on.  Before you write, think about how you want to present 
the informa  on and in what order.
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