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Introduction
Reading should be something that students look forward to.  However, some  mes students 
must fi nd fun and accessible literature before they can realise how enjoyable reading can 
be!  The passages in this book contain high-interest topics that will immediately hook even 
the most stubborn of readers.  Fun themes, surprise twists and level-appropriate content 
will mo  vate and excite young readers.  Addi  onally, the passages in this book were 
designed to be accessible to students of varying reading abili  es.  Basic sight words are 
introduced and then reinforced with repe   on and prac  ce.  As new words are introduced, 
they are repeated and wri  en into the story in ways that allow a student to use context 
clues to decipher their meanings.

Each unit begins with fi ve reading passages.  The fi rst several passages are short and 
include four mul  ple-choice ques  ons.  The remaining passages are a bit longer and 
have fi ve mul  ple-choice ques  ons.  The passages in each unit are a mixture of fact 
and fi c  on.  The last page of the unit calls for a wri  en response to a prompt that 
incorporates the theme of the unit.

The passages in each unit are all linked by a loose theme.  As the students con  nue 
to read more of the unit, they will begin to discover the common thread that weaves 
together each collec  on of stories.  This approach broadens a student’s comprehension 
and understanding of the subject ma  er.  It allows students to prac  ce new words in 
various stories and in diff erent genres.  It also shows students how separate passages 
can be linked with other passages and used collec  vely to expand one’s horizons and 
views.  This approach ul  mately allows students to become familiar with the fl exibility 
of word use, diff erent viewpoints, and how we can learn from both fi c  on and 
nonfi c  on texts.
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Using the Book
Teachers should not feel restricted by a daily warm-up ac  vity.  Some  mes, schedules 
change.  A morning assembly, a make-up lesson, or just an extra-busy day can easily throw 
off  the classroom schedule for days.  A teacher never knows what their week is going to 
look like.  Let’s Get This Day Started does not need to be completed every day or even 
every other day.  Teachers can take their  me and arrange the ac  vi  es to fi t their own 
schedules.  The book is wri  en so the teacher can stop wherever and whenever they like.  
A teacher may choose to do a unit a week (one passage a day), or at other  mes, spread 
a unit out over a few weeks.  There is no right or wrong way.

At the beginning of the year, a teacher may choose to have the class read the passages 
together as a group before asking them to read each passage again on their own.  They may 
also choose to have students reread passages several weeks later to prac  se fl uidity or so 
that the students can see how “easy” the passages have become.  

The mul  ple-choice ques  ons in Let’s Get This Day Started assess all levels of comprehension – 
from recall to cri  cal thinking.  Examples of just some of the ques  on styles used in this 
series include:

  recalling informa  on
  sequencing in chronological order 
  using prior knowledge
  iden  fying synonyms and antonyms
  visualising
  knowing and using appropriate 

vocabulary

  recognising the main idea
  using context clues to understand 

new words
  iden  fying suppor  ng details
  making inferences
  understanding cause and eff ect
  drawing conclusions

All ques  on stems and answers are wri  en so that they are a con  nua  on of reading 
prac  ce and cri  cal thinking.  If an answer choice includes an unfamiliar word, the 
correct answer can s  ll be found by the process of elimina  on.  Remind students to 
read every answer choice!  If the answer doesn’t jump out at them, they can get it right 
by crossing out the wrong answers fi rst.

The wri  en response (Write On!) pages require students to look back at the passages 
they have read in each unit for facts, ideas or vocabulary.  Students are encouraged to 
respond crea  vely to a variety of fun wri  ng prompts and then support their answers by 
referring back to examples from several of the reading passages.

Use the Tracking Sheet on page 108 to keep track of which passages you have given to 
your students, or distribute copies of the sheet for students to monitor their own 
progress.
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Let’s Get This Day Started: Reading - Year 6

UNIT 1Name:  

Royal Decree

Empress Elizabeth was Peter the Great’s daughter.  In 1745, the empress issued a 
decree.  She ordered that the biggest and most capable mice-catching cats be sent 
from Kazan to the court of her imperial majesty.  The cats were needed to keep the 
mice at bay in the empress’s palace.

Today, the empress’s palace is one of the most famous art museums in the world.  
It is called the Hermitage, and it is located in St Petersburg, Russia.  About 50 cats s  ll 
live in the Hermitage.  The cats do not roam the street-level areas as they did years 
before.  Instead, they patrol for mice in the basement rooms where the staff  offi  ces 
are located.  They also prowl in the small spaces between the hea  ng ducts and 
water pipes.

Visitors can spot the cats when the cats bask on a stone embankment in front of the 
palace.  Three people are responsible for taking care of the cats.  The cats have their 
own press secretary, and a special room has been set aside as a feline hospital.

 1. This text can be best summed up as
 a. an explana  on of the cats in a palace basement.
 b. a defi ni  on of a royal decree.
 c. a history of Russian emperors and empresses.
 d. a how-to when dealing with mice.

 2. When something is at bay, it is
 a. encouraged or grown.
 b. spo  ed or found.

 c. famous or well-known.
 d. restrained or kept back.

 3. From the text, you can tell that
 a. the cats are never allowed outside.
 b. very few people are interested in the cats.
 c. the Hermitage has been a museum since 1745.
 d. the cats enter spaces that are too small for people.

 4. If someone spots a Hermitage cat, the person 
is most likely

 a. in front of the palace.
 b. in back of the palace.
 c. on the ground fl oor of the palace.
 d. on the second fl oor of the palace.
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Let’s Get This Day Started: Reading - Year 6

UNIT 1Name:   

Write On!
Write several paragraphs about how animals provide services to people.  Use the texts 
in this unit to help you provide specifi c and detailed examples.
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